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by Emerson Frey 
What is the new Brethren in Christ 
Hymnal, Hymns for Praise and Wor-
ship, going to contain? That is a ques-
tion many people would like to have 
answered. And it's a question that can't 
fully be answered even by the Hymnal 
Committee, since there are some deci-
sions yet to be made as of this writing. 
How can we best meet the needs of 
our worshipping congregations for the 
next 20 to 25 years? How can we best 
praise God, exalt Jesus and seek the 
blessing of the Holy Spirit? In meeting 
these goals there are so many decisions 
to make in addition to choosing which 
hymns to include. How many hymns, 
what shade of white paper shall be used, 
title, cover design, indices, worship aids, 
print size of notes and texts, page for-
mat, number of stanzas, which tune for 
Why have you supported the new 
Hymnal Fund, known as the "Limited 
Edition"? 
"Here was a brotherhood project 
which I felt good about and I wanted 
to support it." (Central Conference) 
which hymn text, size and weight of the 
book? On and on, the questions must be 
asked and answered as we seek to bring 
the most satisfaction to the most people. 
A brief statement about how we are 
trying to achieve these goals may be 
helpful for those who are considering 
buying the new hymnal for their church-
es. First, it is easy, but maybe not fair, to 
judge the hymnal on the basis of a favor-
ite hymn or two which may not be 
included in the book. It is much better to 
look at the contents and format as a 
whole and decide if it will adequately 
serve our purpose. 
No hymnal will include the favorite 
hymns of everyone in a congregation. At 
best, a hymnal can serve most of the 
needs most of the time. Even the mem-
bers of the Hymnal Committee have at 
times been disappointed because the 
number of votes needed to include a 
favorite hymn of theirs is not given by 
the committee. There will be, however, 
many, many of your favorite hymns 
included. 
Some hymns which we want to include 
need to be eliminated simply because the 
copyright holders want too much money 
for permission. One notable example is 
"They'll Know We are Christian by our 
Love," which would have cost us 
$1,140.00. (At that rate, the cost for 
copyrights alone would have approxi-
mated $15,000.00.) 
About 275 of the hymns in our pres-
ent Hymns for Worship will be retained 
in the new hymnal. This makes it possi-
ble to provide 250-300 new hymns. Many 
of these are familiar hymns not in our 
present book. Then there are exciting 
new hymns, which we will find great joy 
in learning and teaching to others. Some 
of the new gospel songs and hymns are 
among those included. 
Worship aids will be interspersed 
throughout the book rather than all in 
the back, appearing beside a hymn 
which is associated with that particular 
Scripture verse or quotation. There will 
be a reference index to these aids to 
worship so they may be located easily. 
This plan will make the hymnal a better 
worship aid book—something like a 
reference Bible. The possibility of a few 
pictures of famous hymn writers and 
Brethren in Christ personalities, along 
with some hymn stories and history, will 
add to the interest of children and adults 
in this new combination Hymnal, Wor-
ship Aid Book and Hymnal Companion 
Book. 
As shown below, a number of persons 
have made contributions to the hymnal 
fund. With the actual typesetting now 
beginning and printing soon to follow, 
it is crucial that the remainder of the 
funds be received soon. Join in helping 
to make the new hymnal a vital part of 
our brotherhood's worship experience. 
x V jp New Brethren in Christ Hymnal 
HYMNS FOR PRAISE AND WORSHIP V 
> You have the opportunity to receive a collector's item—one of the Limited 
Edition copies of the new Brethren in Christ hymnal. 
• Only 200 copies of the Limited Edition will be printed. 
• Your copy will be numbered, and your name stamped on the cover. 
• This will be a keepsake for yourself or a special lifetime gift for a loved one. 
And, at the same time, you will be helping to create a hymnal fund for now and 
the years to come. Copies of this Limited Edition are being presented in apprecia-
tion of major contributions to the Hymnal Fund. (NOTE: a number of books 
have already been promised, as shown in the listing below.) 
Book fflpMlSEP Gold Ribbon Edition $ 10 ,000 
Books 5 Silver Ribbon Edition $ 5,000 
Books #6, 7, 8, 9, 1 0 Blue Ribbon Edition $ 3,000 
Books * l f i ? i ; : 2 2 - 3 0 Red Ribbon Edition $ 1 ,000 
Books 68-170, 172-200 Yellow Ribbon Edition $ 200 
The allocation of books in each Edition category will be on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Allocation of all numbers will be by Evangel Press. Those 
seeking the lowest possible number may reserve their book or books by calling 
Evangel Press (219) 7 7 3 - 3 1 6 4 or writing to P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
You will receive a receipt for your contribution which can be used for income 
tax purposes. 
"Please reserve five numbers, one for 
each of our five children. We want 
them to be a part of the Brethren in 
Christ heritage." (Pacific Conference) 
"Music is one very strong unifying 
force which molds us as a denomina-
tion." (Atlantic Conference) 
* * * 
"I enjoy good church music. This 
new hymnal will bring back some 
good gospel songs not in our present 
hymnal, but it will also add some new 
hymns. I enjoy learning new songs." 
(Central Conference) 
* * * 
"Most songs express to the Lord my 
feelings better than I can. 1 enjoy 
learning new ones." (Atlantic Con-
ference) 
2 Evangelical Visitor 
in tijis issue... 
Usually, Christian education articles 
are found near pages 20-24 of the Vis-
itor. This month, however, they have 
been moved to the front of the magazine. 
On page 4, Ruth Dourte begins a 
multi-part series on home and family 
with "The Art of Husbandry." In August 
she looks at divorce in the second article, 
"Promises to Keep." 
On page 6, Jake Thiessen examines 
the relationship between the religious 
practices of married couples and the 
degree to which they are experiencing 
marital happiness. The results of the 
author's survey should be an agenda 
item for your next church board or dea-
cons' meeting. 
It may well be that those who would 
profit most by what Ruth and Jake have 
written may be the last to read these two 
articles. Please join in prayer, right now, 
that the Holy Spirit will use this series of 
articles to help bring growth and healing 
to homes within ourfellowship. Thanks. 
With this issue, we conclude the four-
part series of theme sermons given at the 
1982 General Conference. Although they 
were longer than most Visitor articles 
and sometimes more theoretical, we 
have received positive feedback thus far. 
A word of appreciation goes to the 
four writers, who allowed adaptation of 
their sermons for publication. Thanks 
also to Anne Marie Shaw, secretary of 
the Program Committee, who did pre-
liminary editing and who, with Bishop 
Emeritus E. J. Swalm, submitted a 
number of discussion questions. 
Special thanks is due to Helen Johns, 
a member of the Nappanee congrega-
tion. Having a background in English 
and an interest in journalism, she spent 
many hours on a volunteer basis editing, 
and in some cases re-writing, in order to 
adapt these four sermons for publica-
tion. (Anyone who has tried it knows 
how much energy this takes.) At least 
one of the authors has written to express 
appreciation for a job well done, and 
now I do the same. • 
evangelical 
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The A rt of 
i/usbandry 
V by Ruth Dourte 
\Some thoughts on needs of children 
Husbandry is somehow usually asso-
ciated with the care of animals. Webster 
defines husbandry as the care of domes-
tic affairs, a husbandman as a tiller of 
the ground. There is a direct connota-
tion of cultivating soil, planting seed, 
reaping a harvest—of something. Will it 
be wheat or weeds? It depends on the 
wisdom and the diligence of the husband-
man. 
Was it coincidental wisdom that put 
Father's Day and Children's Day so 
close together and Mother's Day out in 
left field? Who is the head of the home? 
Can one do absentee husbandry? The 
TV ad, "If you see my Dad a t . . . will you 
please send him home," has a plaintive 
note. Many children might say, "If you 
see my Dad at the bar or the ballgame, 
please send him home." 
The presence and needs of children 
preempt the urgency of other interests 
or concerns. In Matthew 18, Jesus said 
we learn things in the company of chil-
dren in order to enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. Adults need children. Jesus 
also said that children need adults, and 
that death by drowning is preferable to 
the peril of neglecting or offending 
children. 
All Christians are asked to lay down 
their lives for each other, as illustrated 
by the Christ-husband of Ephesians 5. 
How urgent is this command for inno-
cent, powerless children. Men have been 
convinced to lay down their lives for 
their country, but many husbands do 
not have the courage to lay down their 
lives, inch by inch and in daily sacrifice, 
for their own wife and children. 
Family life is important. God said so. 
In Psalm 78, God has ordained that 
something consistent, constructive, and 
continuous be happening there. Fathers 
Ruth Dourte is a member of the A merican 
Association of Marriage and Family Ther-
apy. She and her husband Eber, a Brethren 
in Christ pastor for 35 years, live near Dills-
burg, Pa. They are the parents of three mar-
ried children and have seven grandchildren. 
must talk a lot about God, so the next 
generation will remember God's works, 
and commandments, and not be stunted 
in their development. Childrens' hearts 
and minds are fertile soil, and all words 
are seeds which the husbandman plants 
or permits to grow. Words and deeds 
are wheat or weeds. God's husbandry 
says, "All thy children shall be taught of 
the Lord, and great shall be the peace of 
thy children." 
What kind of climate and cultivation 
do children need? The first and primary 
emotional need of children is that of a 
father and mother who truly love each 
other. Children need both the male and 
female counterparts of the image of God 
harmonized, blended, and integrated in 
their daily experience, like well-balanced 
fertilizer worked into the soil. As Erich 
Fromm describes in a remarkable little 
book, The Art Of Loving, children need 
to experience the unconditional love of 
mother and the law and order of father, 
both elements of the nature of God, 
blended and administered in their behalf 
by two parents who are cooperating 
rather than competing with each other. 
These elements must be so well blended 
that the child does not identify one with 
either father or mother, or else the child 
aids and abets one parent and rejects the 
other. Many children suffer lopsided 
development, caused by lopsided par-
enting, their 'flesh' torn by the disagree-
ment and selfishness of their parents. 
The end result often is too much mother 
and not enough father, too much uncon-
ditional love and not enough training 
and discipline. 
Children must be trained and guided 
by two active, secure parents. The scrip-
tures lay the major part of this responsi-
bility on the father. Headship is leading 
(preparing the path ahead for) the fam-
ily in all matters pertaining to the care 
and nurture of his wife and children, 
considering that children, like adults, 
have emotional/social and mental/in-
tellectual needs, as well as physical 
needs. The husbandman that does not 
provide for these needs is worse than an 
infidel. He has denied the faith. 
Children need to experience the pres-
ence, the purpose, the provision, and the 
power of God through their father. This 
is the child's first and primary spiritual 
experience. These realities and benefits 
may well be more directly administered 
(made tangibly available to the child) 
through his mother, but behind her 
must stand a strong, gentle, dependable, 
unselfish husbandman who reflects to 
her and through her these likenesses to 
God. 
Every man began his life cared for by 
a woman, so fathers usually turn over 
the children to mother when they are 
little because she is physically equipped 
to care for them. Then when they ap-
proach the teens, and nurture shifts 
from a physical/ material to an emotion-
al/social base, and father's strength and 
influence is most crucial, he may find it 
impossible to reenter the lives of his 
children. 
Many adolescent boys are deprived of 
strong, caring fathers and over-exposed 
to lenient, pampering mothers; they 
have no clear notions about how to 
behave towards the women in their 
world. Many girls are deprived of the 
male attention and affection which ought 
to be available to them from a warm, 
reliable relationship with their fathers, 
lest in adolescence they respond to male 
attention and affection wherever they 
can get it. 
Training a child is much more than 
teaching, talking, telling facts or giving 
commands. It is a tedious process of 
patiently showing children the direct 
relationship of choice and consequence, 
cause and effect. Children learn their 
first and most deeply imbedded con-
cepts about life, not through their men-
tal processes, but through their feelings, 
their life experiences of success or fail-
ure, acceptance or rejection, worth or 
inferiority. It is only later in childhood 
that they are capable of abstract think-
any husbands do 
not have the courage to 
lay down their lives, 
inch by inch and in 
daily sacrifice, for their 
own wife and children. 
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ing, of comprehending why. Children 
are therefore greatly confused by incon-
sistent words and behavior by parents 
that are not followed by reality in their 
own experience. Words (seeds) must be 
planted carefully. Parents must say only 
what they mean and mean exactly what 
they say. 
Let us now consider some primary 
feeling-tones for children, by means of 
which they learn their first lessons about 
life and people. Knowledge and expe-
rience will be added to the mix as the 
years pass. Unfortunately, many adults 
never "put away childish things" and live 
to old age with incomplete or false 
understanding of themselves and other 
people. 
Following are five important feeling-
tones which begin in infancy: 
(1) Each child needs to feel comforta-
ble. This is first a physical, then an emo-
tional feeling. She must be protected 
from expensive periods of wet, cold, 
hunger, or pain. Mature love comforts, 
and the child feels comforted. 
(2) Each child needs to feel secure. He 
must feel safe, physically and emotion-
ally. He needs to trust the environment 
and the people in his life, to count on 
them to protect and care for him. Teas-
ing produces anxiety. 
(3) Each child needs to feel attractive. 
She needs to feel okay in an unselfcon-
scious way, to feel that there is some-
thing special that endears her to those 
around her, something not defined by 
appearance or performance, but by her 
uniqueness as a person. She must never 
be compared to, or measured by, some 
other child's appearance or performance. 
(4) Each child needs to feelfriendly. He 
cannot feel this response if he feels infe-
rior, rejected, despised, ignored, or push-
ed around by those older and stronger. 
He needs to see and feel love coming to 
him through his body and through his 
relationships in order to like the people 
and the place which constitute his world. 
This is the emotional climate in which 
learning truth and facts will easily take 
place. 
(5) Each child needs to feel successful. 
As she grows and develops she needs 
tasks and goals that are equal to, but not 
greater than, her abilities and powers. It 
is better for the small child to attempt 
too little and learn success than to 
attempt too much and fail repeatedly. 
She must learn to take care of herself 
and begin to feel needed by others. 
Children cannot achieve this emo-
tional foundation and growth by them-
selves. Their two active, secure, loving 
parents are always planning and work-
ing together to provide the kind of expe-
riences which produce the feelings by 
which the child is learning what life is 
like. If they are having right experiences 
they will have right concepts of respon-
sible living. When "they are old" they 
will not have to relearn so many lessons. 
Proverbs 20:11 says, "Even a child is 
known by his doings, whether his work 
be pure, whether it be right." There is a 
reassuring predictability about child 
development and training. All parents 
make mistakes, possibly because mis-
takes were made on them as children, 
but there is comfort in knowing about 
some things that are always right to do 
in behalf of your children. 
The primary asset in any child's life is 
a father who is behaving like Jesus: pro-
vider, sustainer, protector, savior. This 
father is a faithful steward of the human 
potential of the wife and children he has 
vowed to love. This father humbly and 
audibly looks to his Father God for guid-
ance, wisdom, strength and patience. 
This father, like Jesus, will give all he 
has—even his life—to reap the good 
harvest of a family united in, and com-
mitted to the honor, and glory, and 
praise of loving service to God and lay-
ing up the treasures of eternal life. 
According to Psalms 127 and 128, the 
true prosperity of the spiritual man, the 
true evidence of God's blessing and 
reward, is a healthy and productive 
family. 
Husbandmen, arise! Labor in the 
harvest. The night comes, and it is then 
too late to work. • 
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Is it true? 
$etter C h r i s t i a n s = 
^ / / a p p i e r M a r r i a g e s ? 
Much is being said these days about 
the state of the American family. Most 
of the news is less than encouraging and 
a number of people are speculating 
about the uncertain future of family life 
as we have known it. It is already known 
that the strictly traditional family, in 
which the husband works outside the 
home while the wife works only inside 
the home caring for the children and the 
home, represents a relatively small per-
centage of American families. This kind 
of change in family life is already upon 
us and is causing a great deal of concern. 
The problems that come with change 
extend to both Christian and non-Chris-
tian homes. Indeed, it is not uncommon 
for us to learn of "good Christian homes" 
falling victim to the turmoil that comes 
with marital discord, separation and 
divorce. 
In 1980 a research project designed to 
assess the strengths of evangelical Chris-
tian marriages was begun at Messiah 
College. Couples from two denomina-
tions, Brethren in Christ and Mennonite 
Brethren, were surveyed in an attempt 
to determine the factors that make for 
strong or weak marriages among evan-
gelical couples. The findings indicate a 
great deal of strength and vitality among 
the couples who responded to the survey. 
All of the people responding to the 
survey were married and ranged in age 
from 18 to 89, with the average age being 
44. Thirteen percent had no children, 66 
percent had three or fewer children and 
21 percent had more than three children. 
The average household had two chil-
dren. The couples who responded to the 
survey had been married anywhere from 
a few months to 68 years. The average 
couple however, had been married for 
by Jake Thiessen 
20 years. About one-third of the re-
spondents (36.6%) did not have a college 
education while about 40 percent had 
completed at least some college. The 
remaining one-fourth had gone on to 
some graduate study. 
In addition to the rather superficial 
questions related to household size, age, 
etc., a number of questions were asked 
regarding how the couples act out their 
faith. Table 1 gives a brief description of 
how often individuals and couples have 
devotions and prayer both individually 
and as a couple. Almost one-half (46%) 
of the respondents do not have devo-
tions as a couple more than perhaps 
once a week. However, about two-thirds 
(65%) of the respondents have devotions 
individually four or more times a week. 
Church attendance is apparently a high 
priority with 95 percent attending church 
at least once a week and 73 percent indi-
cating that church activities are very 
important to them. 
To get a clearer picture of the couples' 
level of marital satisfaction and Chris-
tian commitment, two questionnaires 
were included among the items. The 
questionnaire designed to assess marital 
satisfaction indicated that by far the 
majority of the respondents perceive 
themselves to be happily married. Only 
about 14 percent indicated that they 
experienced a signifcant degree of dis-
satisfaction in their marriage. The remain-
ing 86 percent ranged from moderately 
satisfied to "perfect." The questionnaire 
designed to assess the individual's level 
of Christian commitment showed that 
the vast majority of the respondents are 
highly committed to evangelical Chris-
tianity. 
Further analysis was done by separat-
ing the couples who were above average 
in marital satisfaction from those who 
were below average in marital satisfac-
tion. Once these two groups were sepa-
rated, differences between the happier-
than-average couples and those who 
said they were less happy than average 
were examined. The research demon-
strated that the "unhappy" couples had 
individual devotions and prayer as often 
as the happy couples and they attended 
church as frequently as the "happy" 
couples. In short, frequency of church 
attendance and individual devotions and 
prayer do not seem to have a significant 
effect on marital satisfaction. However, 
"happy" couples have prayer and devo-
tions as a couple more often than do the 
"unhappy" couples and these couples 
said that church activities are more 
important to them than did the unhappy 
couples. Along with these factors, 
"happy" couples were found to be more 
committed to Christianity than were 
"unhappy" couples. Finally, and proba-
bly most obviously, "happy" couples 
appear to communicate much better 
with each other than do "unhappy" 
couples. 
A final analysis was done by separat-
ing the couples into three age groups 
(18-30, 30-45, 45-65) and comparing 
their scores. The results indicated that 
the couples aged 18 to 30 are very similar 
to the couples aged 30 to 45. The only 
significant differences lie in frequency of 
Table One 
Dr. Jake Thiessen is Chairman of the 
Department of Home and Family Studies at 
Messiah College. He and his wife and two 
daughters attend the Grantham congrega-
tion. 
as as a 
Individuals Couple 
Never have devotions and prayer 9% 30% 
Have devotions and prayer less 8% 16% 
than once a week 
Have devotions and prayer about 7% 5% 
once a week 
Have devotions and prayer about 11% 5% 
twice a week 
Have devotions and prayer about 19% 10% 
4 times a week 
Have devotions and prayer every day 46% 34% 
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church attendance and marital com-
munication. The younger couples report 
attending church less frequently and 
communicating with each other less well 
than do the older couples. A major dif-
ference was found when comparing 
couples aged 18 to 30 and 30 to 45 with 
couples aged 45 to 65. Couples aged 45 
to 65 have both marital and individual 
devotions and prayer significantly more 
frequently than do the younger couples. 
They also attend church more frequently 
and show a higher degree of Christian 
commitment than do couples in the two 
younger groups. 
Table 2 shows the fluctuation of mar-
ital satisfaction, marital communication 
and Christian commitment over the 
family life cycle. It is apparent that mari-
tal satisfaction and marital communica-
tion are closely tied. When one improves, 
the other follows. However, Christian 
commitment appears to move indepent-
ently of marital satisfaction and mari-
tal communication. This means that we 
cannot say that improved Christian 
commitment will necessarily result in 
improved marital satisfaction or marital 
communication. 
What does all this mean for our 
efforts to make families healthier and 
more viable? How can we use this 
information to help the church to minis-
ter to families? The answers are not as 
simple as they might seem to be. Prob-
lems often arise when families cannot do 
what they know they need to do in order 
to maintain healthy relationships. 
For example, this research indicates 
that the couples who are most happy 
have devotions and prayer together reg-
ularly. It also indicates that 40 percent of 
the couples do not have devotions and 
prayer together more than once a week. 
Life cycle issues often thwart even the 
most determined couples. As almost all 
parents know, young children present a 
formidable obstacle to coherent dinner 
table conversation, not to mention mean-
ingful devotions and prayer. Most 
churches recognize the inherent contra-
diction between the presence of young 
children and worship as a congregation. 
That is one reason for having junior 
church. On the other hand, a rather 
strong expectation is placed on parents 
to have meaningful family devotions at 
home. 
Perhaps the church would better serve 
couples and families by more clearly 
acknowledging the problems that come 
with being at different stages of the fam-
ily life cycle. Rather than indiscrimi-
nately confronting couples with books 
7 
if t is apparent 
that marital satisfaction and 
marital communication are 
closely tied. When one improves, 
the other follows. However, 
Christian commitment 
seems to move independently 
of marital satisfaction and 
marital communication. 
and pamphlets on family devotions, 
perhaps we should tailor our comments 
to the stage of the life cycle the couple 
currently occupies. In other words, when 
the couple is newly married and most 
likely to be without children, they ought 
to be urged to build their relationship 
around regular devotions and prayer. 
But as they begin to have children, they 
ought not to be made to feel guilty for 
their difficulty in maintaining regular 
couple devotions and prayer. Instead, 
various other forms of couple commun-
ication ought to be the primary focus of 
attention (e.g., discussions about how 
the children are affecting the husband-
wife relationship, etc.). 
In addition to the difficulty of main-
taining couple devotions and prayer 
over the family life cycle, the data indi-
cate that regular church attendance does 
not determine whether or not evangeli-
cal couples will be happy in their mar-
riages. This calls into question the assump-
• • • Table Two • • • • • • • • • 
tion that if a couple is experiencing 
marital problems, attending church more 
regularly is a good way to address these 
problems. 
It does not seem farfetched to assume 
that perhaps the church has made too 
much of the idea that the strong family is 
there whenever the church doors are 
open. It is possible that the strong family 
is not there but is instead at home, culti-
vating relationships within the family. 
For many families, Sunday morning is 
one of the more disastrous mornings of 
the week. It is characterized by a mad 
dash around the house to be on time and 
to get everyone looking "just so." The 
family arrives at the "sanctuary," not to 
see each other again until after the wor-
ship service. Worship is followed by a 
hectic dash home for roast beef and 
potatoes which Mom has had on "time 
bake" while the family was in church. 
Having fulfilled their weekly obligations, 
the family then frequently collapses into 
sleep or otherwise vegetates for the 
remainder of the day. 
The outcome of all this seems to be 
that what the couple believes (i.e., com-
mitment to Christianity and a belief that 
church activities are important) and 
what the couple does at home (i.e., level 
of communication and frequency of 
marital devotions and prayer) contrib-
ute significantly to marital satisfaction 
for Christians. What a couple does overt-
ly, such as attending church, is not a 
reliable indicator of marital satisfaction. 
Therefore, it seems obvious that the 
church ought to be working as hard to 
foster "at home" growth in couples as it 
does to foster "in church" growth. • 
Age 18-25 25-35 35-45 45-55 55-
1. Marital Satisfaction 
2. Marital Communication 
3. Christian Commitment 
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The last in a series of four theme presentations 
given at the 1982 General Conference. 
United in Christ: 
Until He 
Comes 
by Henry A. Ginder 
A 
Henry A. Ginder served for many years as 
bishop in the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Since retiring from the bishopric, he has 
been conducting spiritual growth series and 
has represented various denominational 
agencies and institutions across the church. 
He and his wife Martha live at Messiah Vil-
lage, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
. t General Conference thus far, 
we have heard Dr. Robert Ives present 
the theme sermon, "Jesus is Lord." We 
have looked at the text, Philippians 2:1-
5, in the three Conference sermons 
entitled "Alive in Christ," "Ministers of 
Reconciliation," and "Confronting the 
Secular." Now we have the opportunity 
on this, our last morning together, of 
examining the idea "United in Christ: 
Until He Comes." 
In order to get the context, I shall 
begin reading at Philippians 2:14, con-
cluding into verse 18: 
"Do everything without complain-
ing or arguing so that you may 
become blameless and pure, chil-
dren of God without fault in a 
crooked and depraved generation 
in which you shine like stars in the 
universe as you hold out the word 
of life—in order that I may boast 
on the day of Christ that I did not 
run or laborfor nothing. But even 
if I am being poured out like a 
drink offering on the sacrifice and 
service coming from your faith, I 
am glad and rejoice with all of 
you. So you too should be glad 
and rejoice with me." 
Our Fragmented World 
I would just like to take a few moments 
to quickly review our fragmented world. 
Did you hear the interesting little quip 
that is around now—that in the U.S. 
and Canada, the stress level has reached 
such proportions that people don't even 
sleep very well in church anymore? 
There really is cause for us to be 
concerned! 
Politically, how fragmented the world 
is. Walls and curtains divide us. The 
Berlin wall is the ugliest wall in the 
Evangelical Visitor 
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world. I was there and crossed it several 
times. Once Dr. Climenhaga and I came 
across into freedom into West Berlin. 
They actually pushed a mirror under 
our bus at night and checked with a 
flashlight whether there might be some-
one coming over into freedom clinging 
on under the bus. 
The world is fragmented politically. I 
have a mental picture that almost 
crushes me to tears of Beirut, Lebanon 
as we see Beirut these days on the TV 
screen. 
The world is fragmented religiously. 
Of course you have considered that Je-
rusalem is both historically and prophet-
ically the center for the Jews, the Mus-
lims, and the Christians. 
We are fragmented theologically. We 
Christians put ourselves into categories 
something like this. In the broad sense 
we are divided between Liberals and 
Conservatives. The Conservatives are 
divided—(and this is an oversimplifica-
tion) between the Calvinists and the 
Arminians. Then we, the Holiness peo-
ple, are divided between the Charismat-
ics and the Wesleyans. The Wesleyans 
are divided between the Interdenomina-
tional Holiness Convention and the 
Christian Holiness Association. We 
don't have time here to explain all the 
differences between these groups, but I 
do work with these divisions at times. 
And I struggle with these divisions. 
What makes me feel really good is the 
sense of unity we feel here at this 
conference—the sense of brotherhood, 
the sense of Brethren-in-Christness. I 
preach for many different churches and 
I have contacted a lot of them in ecu-
menical settings over the years. I have 
often said that I believe the Brethren in 
Christ people love each other across 
more lines than anybody I know. Now 
that isn't always comfortable, but we do 
it. That we love each other across these 
lines is a beautiful, beautiful thing. I 
believe that this is possible because of 
our holiness emphasis and our peace 
emphasis. That brings us together and 
makes us, in the simplest terms I can say, 
who we are. 
I remember years ago serving on the 
executive committee for Key '73 Evan-
gelism for North America. Several times 
on the committee, after I would make a 
statement, someone would say, "Oh, 
that 's right. Ginder is holiness and 
peace." That's right. Ginder is holiness 
and peace. And I don't think any of us 
here should go away ashamed about 
either of those terms. I think we should 
enthusiastically identify as peace people 
In light of his return, 
we are called to be 
faithful, to be helpful, 
to be joyful and to be hopeful. 
because we're following the Prince of 
Peace. I don't think we should be 
ashamed of being holiness people because 
there aren't many options really. You 
know, you are either holy or unholy. 
That makes it pretty clear which side I'd 
like to be on. (Laughter from the audi-
ence.) There just aren't many options. 
Well, how divided we are domesti-
cally, too. How I respect the work that 
we have done at General Conference on 
the divorce issue and the concerns we all 
have shared. I feel very much, person-
ally, that we have come out at the right 
point. Wherever I contact the church, 
the biggest burden that pastors carry is 
that of working with fragmented families. 
Let me be personal here. This is the 
year that Martha and I observed our 
fiftieth wedding anniversary. Sometimes 
when we travel together, we share our 
love with each other, touch each other 
and have our arms around each other. I 
once said to Martha, "If anyone sees us, 
they'll think that we just got married, or 
that we're an older couple who just had a 
second marriage." And you know, it 
happened this year. We were sitting in a 
restaurant talking and enjoying each 
other and I reached across the table and 
patted her hand. A gentleman walked 
over and said, "That was nice. May I ask 
you two, were you just married?" I said, 
"No, this is the year of our fiftieth." 
With all this fragmentation around, 
well why not express our affection? Isn't 
it good that we have some things in the 
world that are going on to show to-
getherness? 
Our Anticipation of His Coming 
I talked about our fragmented world. 
But now let us look at how the hope of 
the coming of the Lord affects us. Our 
looking for his return has a unifying 
effect upon the church. I know we all 
believe the Lord is coming. The only 
thing we differ on is that we don't quite 
know how or when he's going to do it. 
And I don't get uptight when we differ a 
little on this. 
I guess I'm a little like Dr. Vance 
Havner. Someone gave me a tape from 
Dr. Havner and I laughed out loud 
when I listened to this story in my car. 
He said that we used to have such a 
simple, beautiful hope of the coming of 
the Lord that when we'd separate, we 
would always say to each other, "Well, if 
I don't see you again here, I'll meet you 
on the way up." Then Dr. Havner said 
that the devil made us technical. He 
said, "Now to some of you I think I'd 
have to say, 'I'll be seeing you in about 
three and a half years.' To some of the 
rest of you, 'I'll be seeing you in about 
seven years.' " Then Dr. Havner said, 
"I've just decided to skip the whole thing 
and say, 'I'll be a-seein' ya!' " (Audience 
responds with great laughter.) I laughed 
and I cried at the same time. 
Our anticipation of our Lord's return 
gives us hope. Without this hope, the 
future looks bleak. Please observe 1 
John 2:28, 3:2-3: 
And now, dear children, con-
tinue in him, so that when he 
appears we may he confident and 
unashamed before him at his 
coming. 
Dear friends, now we are chil-
dren of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But 
we know that when he appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see 
him as he is. Everyone who has 
this hope in him purifies himself 
just as he is pure. 
I like the following definition of hope: 
hope is the expectation of the desire. 
Many of us expect some things which 
we don't really desire. And some desire 
certain things they can barely expect. 
But for the Christian, our hope in the 
coming of the Lord is the expectation of 
the desire. 
Our hope is based on certainty— 
Jesus said it. "And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take 
you to be with me that you also may be 
where I am" (John 14:3). 
Note also that our hope is related to 
our holiness. I John 3:3 puts it plainly, 
"Everyone who has this hope in him 
purifies himself, even as he (Christ) is 
pure." Our hope keeps us on the track. 
I'm willing to admit that. The fact that 
I'm looking for Jesus to come is what 
helps to keep me on target. I'm going to 
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The anticipation of the Lord's coming 
purifies and unites us; it is our 
hope, holiness and help. For 
these three reasons, we should 
look daily for the Lord's return. 
say a negative word just about the ugli-
est way I know how, so that it will stick: 
Wherever I meet people around the 
world —Christian groups that don't have 
a sharp, clear, bright hope of the coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ—they are 
sloppy Christians! I want that to stick. 
Moreover, our awareness of Christ's 
imminent return is our help. In the mar-
velous paragraph, I Thessalonians 5:13-
17, Paul speaks of the Lord's return. 
Then he admonishes them in verse 18 by 
saying, "Therefore, encourage each other 
with these words." As we repeat the pre-
dictions of his coming, we not only com-
fort each other, but also find faith and 
help to become aggressive soul winners 
and caring ministers. 
Let me tell you a story to illustrate my 
point. Close to where Pastor Simon 
Lehman Jr. has a new church in Penn-
sylvania, the greenskeeper of a golf 
course and I have a good relationship. 
He and his wife Patty weren't going to 
church anywhere. 
Brother Lehman asked me to preach 
at his church one Sunday when he was 
gone. So I went. But I called Bill and 
Patty and said, "Bill, you'd really make 
my day if you'd c o m e . . . " Well, they did 
come, and they did make my day. 
Brother Simon told me they have been 
coming back since. 
One day after that Bill saw me on the 
course and said, "Hey, you should have 
seen what happened at our church. 
Brother Lehman didn't even preach." 
He said, "We had an altar time. Patty 
and I had the most spiritual experience 
we ever had." 
I said, "Say, were you up front there, 
too?" 
He spit his tobacco juice and said, 
"No, but something sure happened to 
us." I was drying tears. 
Sometime later Brother John Hostet-
ter and I were out golfing. Bill called out, 
"Bishop, you oughta know what hap-
pened at our church. Pastor Lehman 
preached out of Revelation." He went 
on, "Patty and I didn't know that stuffs 
in there. I told Patty when she goes to 
buy groceries, she'd better buy extra so 
she's ready." 
And I said, "Bill, there's a better way 
for you and Patty to be prepared for 
that." 
He said, "I know, we're working at 
that too." 
And Brother Simon told me they 
were there the last two Sundays, even 
despite a busy time. You see, the hope of 
his coming helps us to witness and to 
care! 
So the anticipation of the coming of 
the Lord purifies and unites us, it is our 
hope, holiness and help. For these three 
reasons we should look daily for the 
Lord's return. 
Martha knows what kind of illustra-
tions I like, so she clipped this one out of 
a magazine. The story has its setting in 
Ft. Benton, Montana, where there is a 
monument with a profile of a sheep dog 
on it. The story is that a sheepherder by 
the name of Tony had a dog by the name 
of Shep. Shep and Tony grew into each 
others' lives like dogs and masters do. 
But Tony died and his body was put 
in a casket in a train and shipped east. 
Shep watched that train pull toward the 
east because he knew the body of his 
master was on it. What makes the story 
so unusual is that Shep went to watch 
for every train—four trains a day—into 
Ft. Benton, looking for his master to 
return. He did that for over five years. 
That's over 7300 times! 
The story became very popular and 
was written up in Ripley's Believe It Or 
Not. People wrote to the dog, address-
ing the letters, "Shep, Ft. Benton, Mon-
tana." People wrote to the city fathers 
and wanted to adopt Shep. But the city 
fathers said, "No, Shep must continue 
his vigil." 
It was a cold December night. Shep 
was getting older. He stood on the track 
awaiting the last train of the day, in the 
light of the locomotive as he usually did. 
He wanted to make that final jump to 
safety, but missed his jump. The train hit 
him, and crushed and killed him. That 
night, the story said, the train was late to 
its destination because the crew was at-
tached to Shep by this time. They put 
Shep's body in a box and gave an order 
that Shep should have a decent burial. 
And he did. The Boy Scouts were 
honorary pallbearers. The mayors of 
two cities sat on the front row. Someone 
read a eulogy to a dog. And now there is 
a monument in honor of Shep—just 
because he believed his master would 
return. 
If a dog could have that kind of a 
comprehension, and that kind of a 
commitment, what about us who are 
persons, human beings, who have the 
indwelt Christ, and have the hope of the 
coming of the Lord? 
Our Commitment 
Brothers and sisters, let me say a word 
about our commitment—which is the 
center of our unity in a fragmented 
world. I call us to commitment in four 
areas. First, I call us to be faithful. I'm 
always inspired when I read in Acts 2:42, 
"They continued steadfastly in the apos-
tle's doctrine and fellowship" (KJV). 
Let's be faithful. 
Second, as we are helped by the hope 
of his coming, let us be helpful. Oh, 
there is so much need, which we've 
heard so much about. Let us draw upon 
the Holy Spirit's gift of helps to enable 
us to minister to a hurting world. 
Third, I call us, despite all the dark 
clouds around, to be joyful. If any peo-
ple on earth have a right to be joyful, it's 
us. Men and women, let us go with joy. 
After I had a heart attack seven years 
ago, I told the Lord that if he let me 
preach with joy, I thought I could make 
it a while yet. And I'm having a good 
time. I believe in enjoying what I'm 
doing. 
When I was in Zambia, Brother Keith 
Cober from the Canadian church said to 
me, "Bishop, I'm having such a good 
time here that I'm embarrassed. I didn't 
know that missionaries were supposed 
to have a good time." I said, "Bless you, 
Keith. Go on. That's the way God tells 
us we're in his will." Let's have a good 
time! 
And fourth, by all means be hopeful, 
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as we have already talked about, because 
this does have a purifying effect. 
We are called to this four-phased 
commitment for the sake of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let's quote the great bene-
diction in Jude, verses 24 and 25. "Now 
unto him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless 
before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our 
Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen" 
(KJV). Who will have that great joy? We 
will, God the Father will, and surely 
Jesus will. There will be great joy. 
And for the church's sake also we 
want to be committed. This gets us back 
to our text. Look at Phil. 2:16 again." . . . 
you hold out the word of life—in order 
that I may boast on the day of Christ 
that I did not run or labor for nothing." I 
think Paul is saying that he wants us to 
share the good news and to perform 
well. If you look at the verses preceding, 
it says we are to be pure, blameless, and 
without fault in a crooked world. We are 
to share the good news so that when 
Jesus comes, Paul won't be embarrassed 
but will be affirmed by our perform-
ance. What I think he's saying is that we 
should conduct ourselves so that he 
might be affirmed when Jesus comes. 
So I say then, for the church's sake, I 
want to really be faithful. For the Apos-
tle Paul's sake I do, too. I don't under-
stand all this theologically and eschato-
logically, but I think the Apostle Paul 
knows a little bit how I am performing. 
But at least for his sake, I want to per-
form well. 
And for old Bishop Henry Hoffer. 
(For those of you who knew him, I was 
named after him.) We called him "Pappy 
Hoffer" two generations ago. And oh, 
how I wanted to please him. I tried so 
hard. When I was backslidden, I faked a 
testimony once a month because I grew 
up in an area where you had to testify 
about once a month or you would be 
'located.' But the old bishop had a 
pointed little gray beard and a most u-
nique way of biting his lower lip when he 
was displeased. Then his beard would 
come out sort of straight. I'd be giving 
my fake testimony and the old bishop's 
beard would come out straight and I 
knew he had my number. I want to do 
well for his sake. 
I want to do well for my father and 
mother's sake. I think they're counting 
on me. I want to do well for Dr. C. N. 
Hostetter's sake. I want to do well for 
Bishop Charlie Byers. He was my main 
discipling partner through all the years. 
And for Bishop E. J. Swalm, one of the 
major support persons in my youthful 
ministry. 
Then I want to do well for our sake 
and the sake of our reward. Let us read 
from I Thessalonians 2:19, 20: "For 
what is our hope, our joy, or the crown 
in which we will glory in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not 
you? Indeed, you are our glory and joy." 
When pastors and Christian workers 
help our people through the diverse 
crises of life, those persons in the pres-
ence of the Lord will be our joy and 
reward. 
Even though there will be many 
attempts of Satan to defeat us, we must 
commit ourselves to being united in 
Christ until he appears. We can really 
find tremendous strength in the knowl-
edge that God is ultimately in control 
and that we can indeed trust him to 
return as he has said. Isaiah 52:7 says 
that the good news we have to bring is 
that our God reigns . . . now . . . until he 
comes . . . and forever! • 
The theme sermon was concluded by 
a time of prayer in each of the four 
specific areas of commitment—to be 
faithful, helpful, joyful, and hopeful— 
and by a rendition of the song "Our God 
Reigns." 
-Points to Ponder 
The following questions are designed to stimulate individual thought or 
for use in group discussions. Group leaders should select those questions 
they feel are most appropriate for their particular group. 
1. Early in his article, Bishop Ginder states that our world is fragmented 
politically, religiously, theologically, and domestically. Can you think 
of examples of the fragmented world other than those of which he 
speaks? 
2. What are some evidences that the Brethren in Christ do not exemplify 
this fragmentation and brokenness, but rather unity? In your opinion, 
how do our emphases on holiness and peace contribute to our unity? 
What else helps maintain unity? 
3. Is it realistic to assume that our differences in interpretation of Scrip-
ture (as illustrated by Vance Havner's comments about the second 
coming) do indeed divide us? What might be other points of doctrine 
upon which we differ? Is it true in your congregation that, despite these 
differences, the hope of Christ's coming does unite you? 
4. Why would the hope of Christ's return have a purifying effect on our 
lives? Do you, as an individual, ever lose track of this hope and 
therefore become a "sloppy Christian"? 
5. Brother Ginder explains that we are called to a four-fold commitment 
(to be faithful, helpful, joyful, hopeful) for the sake of Jesus Christ, for 
the sake of the church, and for various other persons (naming several in 
his own life). For whom would you like to "perform well"? Can you 
share on this subject? 
6. Share your response to this statement of hope: "Someday, all conflicts 
of Satan will be over and we will be more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us." 
7. Why is the knowledge that God is in control of every aspect of our lives 
an important truth to you? Can you share how looking to the day of 
Christ's return has influenced you in your daily walk? 
8. At General Conference, Brother Ginder's sermon was concluded by a 
time of prayer in each of the specific areas of commitment: to be 
faithful, to be helpful, to be joyful, to be hopeful. As you close your 
group's discussion period, join your hearts with others across the 
Brethren in Christ Church and join hands with the persons closest to 
you, praying for each other in each of these four areas. (For readers 
who are not sharing in a small group discussion of this article, we 
suggest you pray for family members and friends as the Lord brings 
them to mind.) 
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We are called to live and work 
and serve in this world, but to 
give our total allegiance to an 
entirely different kingdom— 
which the Apostle Peter calls 




L Vmerica is a nation in transition, in 
the eye of a storm which pollster Daniel 
Yankelovich calls a "sweeping irreversi-
ble cultural revolution . . . transforming 
the rules that once guided American 
life." Powerful forces are shaking the 
very substructure of American life. 
Like all revolutions, the most pro-
found struggle is going on in us. We are 
desperately seeking certainty in the 
midst of confusion and hope in the face 
of disillusionment. Above all we are 
confounded by the maddening contra-
dictions which plague us. Consider just 
these four illustrations: 
The boundless affluence considered 
to be the fulfillment of the American 
dream led to indifference and spiritually 
destructive materialism. 
The technology which promised to 
lead mankind to a new promised land 
now threatens to obliterate it in a giant 
mushroom cloud. 
The self-fulfillment spree of the '70s 
led not to the expected expansion of the 
human potential but to isolation, loneli-
ness and the death of community. 
The lofty visions of freedom and 
democracy which ennobled America's 
mission as a world power floundered in 
the rice paddies of a distant continent, 
raising unprecedented and unanswered 
moral questions. 
If you follow daily headlines you will 
quickly conclude that the dominant 
issues in American society are inflation 
and economic policy, or defense spend-
ing and social security, or conflicts 
between conservative and liberal politi-
cal philosophies. But these are surface 
issues. The deeper issues are, first, what 
values will we live by—absolute truth, 




by Charles Colson 
relative whims of the humanistic elite; 
and, second, who will set moral agenda— 
the church or the bureaucratic social 
planners and vested economic interests 
of secular society? 
America's moral leadership is up for 
grabs—and that is where you and I 
come in. The outcome of today's revolu-
tion will be determined by how we 
respond to the cries of our people for 
moral direction and vision. 
Recent government budget cutbacks 
put the challenge squarely before us. 
For 50 years, politicians have led us to 
believe that government could provide 
answers to all social ills. Their recipe was 
simple: enact a law, add at least one 
government agency, pour in money and 
stir continuously. 
But the $100 billion deficit for 1982 
and a stagnant national economy shat-
ter that myth. We are learning that there 
are limits to what we once thought was 
the endless abundance of the American 
economy. So government deficits must 
be curbed, lest they continue to fuel 
morally indefensible, double-digit infla-
tion. 
r > 
J U u t the cutbacks hurt those most 
dependent on government aid, that is, 
the poor. If inflation is a moral issue, so, 
too, is society's concern for its disadvan-
taged and oppressed. We Christians 
know from the Old Testament prophets 
that a people who would sell the poor 
for a pair of shoes stand in fearsome 
judgment of Almighty God. 
So the government's budget crisis 
raises a moral dilemma for our society, 
and a spiritual issue for the church. How 
we respond will say much for the kind of 
people we are and hope to be; that's why 
I consider the budget crunch Round 
One in the battle for America's moral 
leadership. 
The church faced its first test in New 
York City. Christmas 1981,36,000 home-
less men and women were wandering 
the city's streets at night. Mayor Koch 
appealed to religious leaders for help: if 
each one of New York's 3,500 churches 
would care for just 10 homeless people, 
a desperate human problem could be 
quickly solved, and without huge govern-
ment expense. 
T 
JL he New York Times reported the 
religious leaders' response. One Protes-
tant representative was concerned about 
protocol: "The mayor never mentioned 
this to m e . . . nobody in his office called 
to apprise me of this." A Catholic spokes-
man sidestepped. A Jewish leader explain-
ed that many of the synagogues would 
not have money for increased heating 
bills. 
The Times concluded: the church 
leaders would need more time to study 
the mayor's proposal. There was a dis-
turbing silence from evangelicals. 
One can almost imagine how it might 
sound on that day promised in Matthew 
25 when our Lord says, "I was a stranger 
and you did not invite me in." And the 
religious leaders will respond, "But, 
Lord, you didn't give us time to study 
the proposal." 
I don't mean to belittle our brothers in 
New York; the issue is complicated and 
government cannot immediately trans-
fer to the church full responsibility for 
the needy. But their sorry response 
should make us ask ourselves some 
tough questions. Have we become so 
any Christians think 
of conversion as personal 
and private. But being 
converted is not just 
being separated—or 
"saved"—from one's 
sinful past, it is being 
joined to a Holy God 
and his people. 
caught up on doing our own thing, put-
ting on massive television extravaganzas 
and organizing vast publishing and para-
church empires that we have lost sight of 
our biblical mission? 
Church bureaucracies can become as 
bogged down as government bureau-
cracies, so wrapped up in writing pious 
statements of faith and issuing press 
releases that they forget their reason for 
existence: to proclaim the Good News 
and obey the clear commands of the 
Scriptures. Of course, the Bible requires 
justice and righteousness from govern-
ment, but it also demands that we care 
about our neighbors, clothe the naked, 
feed the hungry and visit the sick and 
those in prison. That's us our Lord is 
talking to, and we don't discharge that 
obligation by paying our taxes or drop-
ping dimes in charity boxes. We dis-
charge it by doing the Word of God. 
Round One in the contest for Ameri-
ca's moral leadership is still going on: 
whether the church is willing and able to 
step up to its biblical responsibility is 
still to be decided. It may be the greatest 
question we face. For if we fail even the 
simple test of responding to human 
needs in our own community, what pos-
sible claim will we have to assume a role 
of genuine moral leadership in society? 
We dare not fail. 
y 
-A. ou are called to live and work and 
serve in this world, but to give your total 
allegiance to an entirely different king-
dom. The degree you receive today 
commissions you to be leaders in what 
the Apostle Peter called the Holy 
Nation. 
We live in an age in which the church 
seems to be beating a steady retreat in 
the face of the advancing forces of secu-
lar culture. If America is in the throes' of 
a cultural and moral revolution as poll-
ster Yankelovich says, then we must real-
ize that secular values are winning the 
battle. 
So it has never been more important— 
or indeed, more difficult—for American 
Christians to understand the difference 
between the holy nation and the nation-
state. We must take our stand; let's con-
sider what our holy citizenship means. 
First, we must recognize that our 
eternal citizenship is in the Kingdom of 
God. We are but sojourners in this 
nation, beloved though it is. We are 
clearly commanded by our Lord to seek 
first the Kingdom of God. 
next page, please 
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We must also realize that the decay of 
American culture demands our involve-
ment. We believe there must be a Chris-
tian influence in every facet of society. 
So, Christians must participate, vote, 
work from within and without to see 
that government is an instrument of 
social justice. 
But there are grave pitfalls, too, of 
failing to make clear the distinction 
between the holy nation and the nation 
state. Christian moral and political move-
ments, undertaken beneath the banner 
of simplistic God and country cliches, 
run this risk. Let me explain: 
No matter how well motivated they 
are, some so-called Christian move-
ments use God to sanctify the political 
prejudices of their adherents. And poli-
ticians are often willing partners in the 
process; I can testify from personal 
experience that politicians are not above 
using religious men and movements to 
their own advantage. The danger is that 
whenever we tie the Gospel to the politi-
cal fortunes of any man or party, it is the 
Gospel that is made hostage, and the 
Gospel that suffers. 
Also, Christian political movements 
can become exclusive. No one agenda 
can fit all moral situations. 
T Jp\ us never limit God. He may 
burden you with one particular cause. 
He may burden me with another. In 
fact, I suspect that he assigns burdens 
and responsibilities throughout his King-
dom; what might be on my agenda will 
not necessarily fit another equally dedi-
cated Christian's agenda. The only ab-
solute agenda is the uncompromising 
standard of righteousness and justice 
which Almighty God has woven through 
every page of his holy Word. 
Finally, in our passion to scrub Amer-
ica clean of its most obvious vices— 
homosexuality, abortion, pornography, 
etc.—we narrow the scope of Christian 
concern. And, by our silence, we implic-
itly embrace those things not on our hit 
list, aligning ourselves with the subtle 
sins of privilege, power, conspicuous 
affluence. We do it in a way our Lord 
very pointedly eschewed. 
The American church, fairly or unfair-
ly, is perceived as a white, Anglo-Saxon, 
upper middle class phenomenon. The 
same folks who dine at the country club 
on Saturday evenings rub shoulders on 
padded pews at their gilded churches on 
Sunday mornings. The danger is that we 
become so identified with an affluent 
^irst , we must 
recognize that our 
eternal citizenship is 
in the Kingdom of 
God. We are but 
sojourners in this nation 
beloved as it is. We are 
clearly commanded by 
our Lord to seek first 
the kingdom of God. 
American lifestyle, that people who 
can't or won't accept the values of that 
culture, can't or won't accept the Gospel 
of Christ. The longer I'm a Christian, 
the more I realize that the vague deity of 
American civil religion is an heretical 
rejection of the Christ of holy Scripture. 
Second, as citizens of the holy nation, 
we necessarily and automatically be-
come part of a community beyond our-
selves. Many Christians think of con-
version as personal and private. But 
being converted is not just being separat-
ed—or "saved"—from one's sinful past, 
it is being joined to a holy God and his 
people. That is the very essence of the 
covenant. 
That sounds simple, but living it is 
not. We Christians must be different, 
prepared to live not by the self-aggrandiz-
ing rules of this culture, but by that 
commandment which tells us to bear 
one another's burdens and to lay down 
our lives for one another . Let me 
illustrate: 
Next to my conversion, the most 
powerful spiritual experience of my life 
was when, in prison, I learned that a 
member of my prayer group, who hap-
pened then to be the eighth ranking 
Republican in the House of Representa-
tives and is now the governor of Minne-
sota, had asked the President if he could 
serve my remaining sentence in my place 
so I could be with my wife and kids, who 
were experiencing serious problems. 
That is citizenship in the holy nation. 
A 
L X t a White House meeting this past 
spring, I was thrilled when President 
Reagan referred to Agape House, proj-
ect in Jefferson City, as an illustration 
of what Christian groups should be 
doing. Agape House started a few years 
ago when volunteers in our ministry dis-
covered that wives traveling from St. 
Louis and Kansas City to visit their hus-
bands in the state penitentiary had no 
place to stay, and often slept in cars or in 
parks. The volunteers bought an old 
house and renovated it as a guest home 
where inmates' families could get food, 
lodging and Christian love. That is citi-
zenship in the holy nation. 
A couple in Denver recently mort-
gaged their home to get bail money for 
an inmate they had been ministering to. 
That's citizenship in the holy nation. 
Since we are part of a corporate body, 
we bear corporate responsibility for 
what happens around us. All too often 
we Christians act as if we secretly delight 
in the moral pollution around us. The 
more depraved the world is, the more 
righteous we feel by comparison. 
Third, as members of the holy nation, 
we worship the unseen God, who 
through his Son dwells in each of us. We 
are to respect and follow those in whom 
God reposes spiritual authority, but we 
must remember that ours is a jealous 
Sovereign. The first four of the Ten 
Commandments deal not with our sins 
against our fellowman but with the 
requirement of exclusive worship and 
reverence for our Creator God. 
Americans have come to worship 
fame for fame's sake. To be the object of 
adulation in America, one needs only to 
appear frequently enough on television 
to be generally recognized; it has nothing 
to do with why the person is famous. 
is it about us that causes us 
to withhold from God the reverence we 
lavish on human idols? Over and over in 
the White House, I met people who 
would fiercely complain about a policy 
and demand an audience with the Presi-
dent. But the roaring lions I escorted 
from the waiting room become meek 
lambs in the Oval Office. I saw more 
awe in that one room than I have seen in 
the sanctuaries of all our churches 
combined. 
But that is the secular world, you say. 
Well, that same attitude has captured 
much of the Christian world. Instead of 
the pelvis-grinding rendition of "Hound 
Dog," we Christians have substituted 
Pepsodent smiles, spray-dried hair, and 
syrupy baritone, all slickly directed be-
fore expensive video cameras. But just 
because we're electronically as good as 
Johnny Carson doesn't mean that we 
are penetrating the world with the con-
victing message of Christ. 
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Fourth, as citizens of the holy nation, 
we take our stand not on the shifting 
sands of secular relativism but on the 
holy and inerrant Word of God. Deci-
sions in the world are made on the basis 
of expedience and changing sociological 
factors. But the Word is unchanging, 
immutable, and without it we Christians 
have nothing. 
Taking our stand on biblical truth can 
be our only defense against our culture's 
penchant to reduce all issues to simplis-
tic suppositions and glib, cliche-ridden 
answers. We impatiently expect to get 
solutions to the most profound ambi-
guities of life the same way we drive up 
to the fast food counter: one double 
burger, chocolate shake and an order of 
fries. We are faddists. Just look at the 
rash of new diets and instant physical 
conditioning courses which week after 
week dominate our best seller lists. 
The problem is, that "easy answer" 
mentality is invading the Christian 
church. We want score cards by which 
we can instantly rate our politicians, 
new catchy acronyms for salvation, time-
saving techniques for discipleship. But 
formulas don't convert people; slick slo-
gans and cute phrases are no substitute 
for hard spiritual truth. 
As a leader in the holy nation, you 
must challenge presuppositions—not 
only of society as a whole but of the 
evangelical subculture as well. The Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ must be the bad news 
of the conviction of sin before it can be 
the good news of redemption. The truth 
is revealed in God's holy Word; life can 
be lived only in absolute and disciplined 
submission to its authority. 
Fifth, we are commanded not only to 
seek first the kingdom of God—don't 
stop there—but as well his righteousness. 
T 3 
A X a g h t e o u s n e s s or holy living is 
often seen by Christians as maintaining 
chaste sexual standards, tithing, faithful 
church attendance, being friendly to 
those around us. Well, those are indeed 
Christian responsibilities, but only the 
beginning of holy living. 
And many believers categorize their 
refraining from alcohol, tobacco, cards 
and dancing as holy living. Though God 
may call you to that type of witness, it is 
only skimming the surface at best. That 
is piety. And you must never, never con-
fuse piety with righteousness. God's 
definition of righteousness is based on 
justice for all people, especially the 
unfortunate. You shall not sell the poor 
for a pair of shoes, nor take away the 
coat of a man who borrows from you; 
you shall pay your employees a just 
wage; you shall care for widows and 
orphans; you shall hate evil and do 
good. 
After 10 years in a Soviet gulag, 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn wrote, "Bless 
you prison, for having been in my life." 
For it was there he learned that "the 
meaning of earthly existence lies, not as 
we have grown used to thinking, in 
prospering, but in the development of 
the soul." I, too, can say "bless you pri-
son," for it was there that I learned to see 
justice in the way that Amos and Micah 
and Jeremiah and Isaiah saw it, the way 
it is to be in the holy nation. 
Justice is not achieved in God's eyes 
until a society is as concerned with the 
rights and dignity of the man in a prison 
cell as it is with the man in the executive 
suite. If we're honest, I suspect we will 
agree that we're as far away from that 
standard today as the holy nation was in 
the time of Amos. But that standard is 
what you and I must work for. 
Sixth, be prepared as a citizen of the 
holy nation to take your stand in faithful 
obedience to your Lord, to make a dif-
ference with your life. That will proba-
bly mean standing against the culture in 
"a bold and majestic witness to the holy 
commandments of God," as Carl Henry 
has put it. That does not just mean con-
tributing or paying dues to some moral-
istic crusade. It means standing in the 
gap, if need be, by yourself. 
I guarantee you will have many oppor-
tunities, small and large, to take your 
stand. If not, you need to question your 
own commitment. Conformity is the 
high priest of American culture, and has 
infiltrated the holy nation. So it is not 
easy, but I beseech you, dare to be dif-
^ a k i n g our stand on 
biblical truth can be 
our only defense against 
our culture's penchant 
to reduce all issues to 
simplistic suppositions 
and glib, cliche-ridden 
answers. 
ferent. Dare to live as a citizen of the 
holy nation. 
Seventh, and finally, citizens of the 
holy nation must participate in the 
human drama. Much of the church 
today has withdrawn, seeking refuge on 
the high—and often affluent—ground. 
Our multi-million dollar church com-
plexes are as remote and protected as 
walled medieval fortresses, protected 
from the swirling and polluted waters 
where most of the sick, hungry and hurt-
ing people are. So they cannot identify 
with us and will consequently never hear 
our message. But imagine what would 
happen if the poor and needy could see 
us where they live, as we meet them at 
their point of need. 
The French scholar, Jacques Ellul, 
wrote that until we have "really under-
stood the actual plight of our contem-
poraries and we have heard their cry of 
anguish, until we have shared their suf-
fering both physical and spiritual, and 
their despair and desolation, then we 
shall be able to proclaim the Word of 
God, but not until then." The Apostle 
Paul called it the fellowship of suffering. 
It is a spiritual mystery—suffering with 
others draws us closer to our Christ who 
suffered for us. 
D 
A J e i n g in prison has given me this 
insight. For the most meaningful com-
munions I have had with my Lord have 
not been in the great cathedrals of the 
world I've been privileged to preach in, 
nor in the parliaments where I have 
spoken, nor in the most influential gath-
erings of Christian leaders. They have 
been instead on my knees on the grimy, 
concrete floor of a rotten prison cell with 
my hand on the shoulder of a tough, 
burly convict who sobs with joy as we 
meet another who was in prison, exe-
cuted and rose from a tomb for us—his 
name is Jesus. 
My friends, take your posts. You 
have been called out by the most high 
and holy God to serve him in the build-
ing of his holy nation. You are called not 
to be successful or to meet any of the 
other counterfeit standards of this 
world, but to be faithful, and to be 
expended in the cause of serving the 
risen and returning Christ. 
This article is excerpted from commencement 
addresses given by Charles Colson, President of 
Prison Fellowship, at Wheaton College in Whea-
ton, / / / . , and Covenant Seminary in St. Louis, 
Mo., both delivered on May 17, 1982. Copyright ® 
1982, Prison Fellowship. 
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POINTi&COUNTER 
What is "Missions"? 
Words are sometimes a problem. We 
can't do without them and we often can't 
do what we want to with them because 
they fail to convey all we want to say. I 
remember studying once that no two 
people invest a particular word with 
exactly the same meaning, so it's no 
wonder we sometimes talk past each 
other and fail to connect in the middle. 
As our church wrestles with priorities 
and budgeting concerns today, I think 
we sometimes have the problem of not 
understanding what we mean by the 
words we use. Take the word "missions" 
for example. 1 have heard it said that the 
Board for Missions is not the only 
agency in the church that can be de-
scribed as missions. That makes me 
wonder what the word really means. 
The word "missions" isn't in my dic-
tionary in a category of its own, and I 
suspect that it's a popular word coined 
by people to say something they can't 
quite say in any other way. The word 
"mission" (without the "s") has a long 
definition and includes both the idea of 
assigning a special task or ministry and 
the act of sending a person or group to 
carry on that activity. The word can be 
used in the government, military, busi-
ness, and religious worlds and its syn-
onyms are: calling, vocation, task. 
So when we speak of the mission of 
the church, we are talking about some-
thing very broad. We could say that the 
mission of the church is to glorify God 
or to be the bride of Christ, but we know 
that there are many specific things that 
Fred and Grace Holland recently returned 
to North America after six months as church 
planting resource persons in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe. Grace is a member of the Board 
for Missions. If you wish to respond directly 
to her, the Hollands' address is: 3114 National 
Road, Clayton, OH 45315. 
by Grace Holland 
we should perform in order to carry out 
our mission. A very important one of 
these as commanded repeatedly in the 
Bible is to take the good news of Christ, 
with all its implications, to everybody on 
earth (Matt. 28:19, Mark 16:15, Luke 
24:47). We sometimes use the word 
"evangelize" for this work, but we know 
that it is possible to fill our time giving 
the good news to relatives, friends, and 
neighbors. Yet this isn't all there is to it. 
So we need a word to refer to the send-
ing of workers to make disciples among 
those separated from us who don't 
know Christ. Then we can see how 
much of our energy, personnel, and 
money are going into this part of our 
task and can see whether or not we have 
a healthy balance. 
I believe that is why the word "mis-
sions" came into use and, although it 
causes grammatical problems (as in the 
title of this article), it seems to be a very 
useful concept to help us with our work 
as a church. Some people get around the 
grammatical problems by using the term 
"world mission" instead of "missions." 
But, in my understanding, the concept is 
still the same. Now, if we use these spe-
cial words to refer to other kinds of 
work in the church so we can emphasize 
how important they are too, I think we 
confuse things rather than make them 
clearer! 
So then, what should our definition 
of missions be if we are going to use it in 
a special way? A noted missions scholar, 
Lesslie Newbigin, uses the word mis-
sions "to denote particular enterprises 
within the total mission that have the 
primary intention of bringing into exist-
ence a Christian presence in a milieu 
where there was previously no such 
presence, or where such presence was 
ineffective" (from his article, "Cross-
currents in Ecumenical and Evangelical 
Understandings of Mission"). That 
seems like a good definition—depending 
on what he means! It would need some 
explaining before I could be satisfied 
with it, but it does show the specialized 
use of the word. 
Scholars at Fuller School of World 
Mission realize the need to speak specif-
ically about different kinds of evangel-
ism, so they use symbols to designate 
evangelism within the church (Eg), 
evangelism to people within the same 
culture (Ej) , evangelism to people of 
related but somewhat different culture 
(E2), and evangelism to people of very 
different culture (E3). They say that 
probably only E2 and E3 should be con-
sidered world mission. 
What does that say then about home 
missions, as we have called them in the 
past? They are still missions, depending 
on what they are doing and to whom 
they are going. The emphasis is on the 
task and not on the distance travelled. 
Taking the good news to people differ-
ent from us, whether they be of "city 
culture" or of some ethnic group which 
speaks a different language, still involves 
crossing barriers. And the purpose is not 
just to help them; the purpose is to lead 
them to a new life in Christ. 
So perhaps an easy definition of mis-
sions would be: "the sending of wit-
nesses to distinct groups of people who 
do not have Christians among them, for 
the purpose of persuading people to 
receive Christ as Savior, and establish-
ing functioning bodies of believers a-
mong them." That still needs some 
explaining, but it touches the main 
points as to what we are doing and to 
whom we are going, and thus makes the 
word a useful one. Performing this con-
cept of mission will involve demonstrat-
ing the Christian life by the way we live 
and by the things we do for people. It 
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will mean preaching the word of God in 
understandable ways so people see their 
need and their privilege of receiving 
Christ as Savior and Lord. It will mean 
helping them become a group function-
ing together as part of the body of 
Christ, since Christianity involves hori-
zontal relationships as well as vertical 
ones. It will also mean teaching repro-
duction, if the church is to go on 
functioning. 
When we do these things with people 
of our own culture, we are acting in 
obedience to Christ. This is not to be 
neglected. Every person is to be a wit-
ness. Jesus said we should begin in Jeru-
salem, and it is useless for us to be 
excited about distant missions if we do 
not care about our neighbors. Every one 
of us needs a fresh vision of people 
around us who are lost and a wise com-
passion that prays, cares, and shares 
eternal life. During our seven years in 
the States as laymen, it was just as 
difficult—and just as important—for 
me to commit myself to one night a 
week for visitation evangelism, as it was 
to agree to come back to Africa. But for 
the sake of clarity, we should not call 
that missions, because it is with people 
of our own culture. It is also important 
for me to be involved with the social 
needs of people, whether they are next 
door neighbors or the boat people. But 
this too falls in a different category from 
missions if no attempt is ever made to 
preach the gospel, to persuade people to 
receive Christ, and to establish function-
ing bodies of believers. 
So the point is not that these other 
things are unimportant. We should be 
smart enough to know that it is wrong to 
run constantly to the unsaved and leave 
our own children in spiritual need— 
something my husband and I had to 
learn by personal experience. If the task 
begins at Jerusalem, then we need strong 
agencies to care for benevolence, Chris-
tian education, schools and colleges, 
ministerial credentials, publication, and 
administration. But have you noticed 
that all these things are for ourselves and 
our culture mates—people who already 
have access to the gospel message? And 
we have six boards to do these things, 
but only one to do missions. I wonder if 
we do right to give them equal attention. 
Sometimes I think we Americans 
suffer from overstimulation. There are 
so many areas that need support. I am 
easily touched and, if you can get my 
attention and give me convincing infor-
mation, I'll support your concern. There 
are the needs for prison ministry, physi-
cal fitness, arms reduction, ecology, and 
child evangelism—to name just a few. 
But if we give equal priority in our lives 
to all the issues, we will surely be over-
whelmed. The danger is that as we sup-
port all these causes, we feel that we 
have done more than our share, and if 
we need a few token representatives as 
missionaries to other countries, we think 
that this is all we can do. 
We need to be able to think specifi-
cally of, and assess clearly, what we are 
doing to expand the church among peo-
ples who don't know Christ. We need a 
word or concept to represent the work 
of the church in doing this particular 
task. Call it "missions" or "world mis-
sion" as you please, but let us not blur 
We need a word to refer to the sending of workers 
to make disciples among those separated from us 
who don't know Christ. Then we can see how 
much of our energy, personnel, and money is 
going into this part of our task and can see 
whether or not we have a healthy balance. 
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the picture by calling all worthy causes 
by the same name. 
As Christians, we are called to serve in 
every way. We have different gifts and 
no one is more important than another. 
We are called to serve in Jerusalem, 
Judea, Samaria, and the rest of the 
world (Acts 1:8). I wonder if 16,900 
church members to serve in Jerusalem 
and Judea, and approximately 100 mis-
sionaries and mission administrators to 
serve the rest of the world is a good 
balance. 
As missionaries supported by the 
church, we realize that it takes a good 
many church members to give towards 
our living and to pray for God's work 
through us. We feel tremendously in-
debted and recognize that all those who 
support us share in the fruit-bearing that 
takes place. We just think that many 
more people can be involved emotion-
ally and spiritually, as well as finan-
cially, if missions are thoroughly under-
stood and given a kind of proper priority 
in accordance with the commands of 
Christ. With thorough information and 
proper encouragement, all of us can be 
world Christians, carrying a constant 
concern for God's kingdom throughout 
the world even while we function as his 
witnesses in the corners where we are. 
Sometimes we are bored with the church 
and have to think up bigger and better 
programs to keep ourselves interested, 
when there is a drama of epic propor-
tions for us to participate in on the mis-
sion fields of the world. 
Some say that missions play on the 
emotions of people and steal their sup-
port when they should be concerned 
with needs around them. One could ask 
again the question about where the 
proper balance is. Surely it is right to let 
the spiritual needs of the world touch 
our hearts. I believe that the appeal 
comes from a kind of inherent priority 
that we sense when we hear of kingdom 
building in untouched areas of the world, 
and not just from a taste for the exotic 
and sensational. Edward Murphy seems 
to express it well in his article in Crucial 
Issues in Missions Tomorrow: "The 
church glorifies God. As a true theist, 
this is my deepest desire: that God 




man. As a true humanist, this is my 
deepest desire: that man should be per-
fected. Therefore to extend the church 
to the ends of the earth is the most 
important task and the highest privilege 
that God has given to Christians" (p. 
250). 
But maybe you have a differing view-
point from these, or you would like to 
improve on my definition of missions. 
In our attempt to learn and teach mis-
sions properly, we would like to hear 
your views. Please write to me directly, 
send comments through the missions 
office, or write to the editor of the Evan-
gelical Visitor. We will learn together. • 
A Response to 
"What is Missions?" 
by R. Donald Shafer 
To begin a response, it will likely be 
helpful for me to make a couple of clari-
fying statements. I have been invited by 
Don Zook to write this response. I have 
not had any opportunity to dialogue 
with or write to Grace Holland, who 
wrote the article about the word "mis-
sions." And she is certainly correct, 
when she begins her long definition, that 
"words are sometimes a problem." At 
the risk of being misunderstood, I will 
accept the invitation from the mission's 
office and write a few remarks about this 
word "missions." 
I am sure we all agree that we are to be 
involved in communicating the Good 
News to those who don't know Christ. 
One of the problems with our task is that 
we can't always put things in neat little 
categories or packages. Grace uses the 
word "missions" in what she calls "a 
special way." She describes it as a word 
used for "sending of workers to make 
disciples among those separated from us 
who don't know Christ." Now that is an 
excellent statement describing a church 
planter, a pastor, a worker sent to the 
inner city, or a worker sent to any 
pocket of people who don't know Christ, 
anywhere on earth. 
Grace also refers to the Fuller School 
of World Mission (or is it "missions"?). I 
also studied there, and they speak of 
people of other cultures as (Cj) people 
who stay within their own culture, (C2) 
people who are part of one culture and 
part of another, and (C3) people who 
were born in one culture but have taken 
on the ways and language of another 
culture. Now combine that with the 
three levels of evangelism (E j ^ E2 and 
E3) and then try to describe "missions." 
Grace does say that "missions" is not 
a focus on location but rather on task. 
The definition she arrives at has to do 
with "sending witnesses to distinct 
groups of people who do not have 
Christians among them." The problem 
is that she goes on to say that if it is 
within our own culture, then it is not 
"missions." I fully agree with Grace that 
we have different tasks in the church, 
but the word "missions" has become a 
loaded emotional word that most peo-
ple likely associate more with location 
and faraway people and places, rather 
than with the large groups of people 
around us who do not know Christ 
(with no one really persuading them to 
become Christians or establish new 
bodies of believers). 
For example, we have neighbors on 
both sides of our home (and I assume 
that may be true in other cultures) who 
do not know Christ. We are building 
relational bridges, but they are really a 
part of a large group of people who 
don't know Christ and no one is reach-
ing them. I think we have given more 
attention to some special cultural groups, 
especially in other parts of the world, 
but we haven't been effective in reaching 
people or planting new groups of believ-
ers in the great pagan pockets of people 
without Christ in our midst. 
My concern is that we can call one 
board "missions," even have "missions" 
offices in two or three regional confer-
ences and build a large funded and 
bureaucratic group and still not do the 
work of "missions." Grace refers to the 
small Brethren in Christ membership 
(16,900) of North America and sets that 
against 100 missionaries and adminis-
trators to serve the rest of the world. I 
think we may have more members in 
other Brethren in Christ bodies around 
the world. At least at one point we had 
20,000 members in the African school 
system. Of course, not all of them 
became responsible, reproducing mem-
bers of Christ's body. And since we have 
been a group of believers in North 
America for over 200 years and still have 
less than 200 churches, we aren't doing 
too well. In short, we aren't really 
accomplishing the ministry of reaching 
and discipling those outside of Christ. 
Grace does acknowledge that "mis-
sions" is an emotional word. Most of us 
over 40 years of age can remember the 
so-called "missionaries" who told stories 
of far-off places and exotic stories of 
snakes and lions and strange ways of 
other people. But now, since we see 
other people on television and many 
people have visited other cultures, we 
know that evangelism isn't being done 
any better in other cultures than we have 
done it in North America. 
I think Grace is most kind in opening 
up the problem of this word "missions." 
The Merriam-Webster dictionary does 
define the word as "ministry" and it re-
fers to "places," "foreign countries," 
"cultural leaders," "propagation of the 
faith," etc. That is how people popularly 
conceive the,meaning. 
Perhaps we would all be helpful if we 
defined the different ministries of the 
church rather than trying to prioritize 
one part of our task at the expense of 
others. We are all one Body and we 
serve one Lord who is over all and 
through all and in all (Ephesians 4:5). 
The difference is not 
in our mission but 
in our ministry. We have 
different gifts (ministries) 
but only one task 
(mission). 
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OINT... 
The difference is not in our mission but 
in our ministry. We have different gifts 
(ministries), but only one task (mission). 
When we were working on the titles 
of new boards, some of us thought that 
we should not use the word "missions" 
for any one board since every board 
should be concerned about the task of 
outreach. We are all on the same team. 
We may play different positions and we 
may even shift roles, depending on 
needs and gifts. 
Perhaps we have come through the 
romantic period of using the word "mis-
sions" to describe the faraway places. 
Our world has shrunk, and we now 
know there are more people without 
Christ in any country of the world than 
we are reaching effectively. So my plea 
is, let us stop arguing over words and 
doctrine and plant new churches among 
all peoples. As for boards and church 
business, we will have to hear each other 
and live with the dynamics. 
I think the Brethren in Christ people 
need to be more effective in sharing the 
Good News with all people and all cul-
tures. Maybe we need a new song and 
new words to define our work, but let's 
not get bogged down in words. Let's do 
the work of the ministry. The Bible has 
many good words and Paul describes 
our task, given by God, as "the ministry 
of reconciliation" (II Corinthians 5:18). 
It really doesn't matter which word or 
words we use; someone will want to 
debate. 
My plea is, let's become Christ's 
ambassadors and be to the world what 
Jesus wants us to be. The bottom line is 
how many new people are coming to 
Christ and how many new churches are 
being planted—whether it is near you, 
me, or anywhere on God's great world. 
There are so many people from all over 
the world around us that it would 
behoove us to win them to Christ rather 
than arguing whether it is "missions" or 
"ministry." Let's get on with the work of 
God rather than competing for public-
ity. Our enemy is the world, the flesh, nd 
the devil. Words are only vehicles of 
communication unless we make them 
our enemies. • 
Don Shafer is bishop of the Midwest and 
Pacific Conferences, and is General Secretary-
elect of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Why Give to Missions 
by Donald R. Zook 
One of my responsibilities as Execu-
tive Secretary of Brethren in Christ Mis-
sions is to listen. The Holy Spirit has 
given a burden for missions and insights 
about missions to many people in our 
brotherhood. Hearing them carefully 
may alert me to God's plans and pur-
poses. 
Recently I met with 12 people in a 
Pennsylvania home to discuss our mis-
sions program. Ideas flowed freely. In-
stead of the expected sixty minutes, we 
spent more than three hours together. 
One of the topics concerned the support 
our missions program is expecting from 
the church. 
Why should we give to missions (peo-
ple engaged in cross-cultural ministries) 
when there are so many people of our 
own culture living close to us who need 
the gospel so desperately? Biblical exposi-
tors can help us understand. Russ John-
stone, in commenting on Psalm 50, 
states: "The Israelites seemed to have 
confused the purposes of their sacrifices. 
They felt they were doing God a favor 
by giving to Him, helping poor old God 
out in His time of need. And He scorned 
them."1 
God made it clear that he didn't need 
the offerings of the Israelites. At one 
place he declared, "For every beast of 
the forest is mine, the cattle on a thou-
sand hills."2 And the Lord made it clear 
that offerings would not be solicited 
when the attitudes were wrong. "If I 
were hungry, I would not tell you; for 
the world is mine, and all it contains."3 
When I read that verse, I called my 
dad to find out what a cow is worth 
today. After some research, he gave me 
a figure of $1000. Multiply that by the 
number of cattle you can put on a hill, 
and then multiply that by 1000. But that 
is only a beginning! God owns not only 
the animals, but also all the land and 
everything it contains. 
God, with all those riches, could have 
arranged it so that Brethren in Christ 
Missions would be completely financed 
apart from the generosity of donors liv-
ing in North America. And he could 
have granted his power without waiting 
for his people to pray. But the Lord 
chooses to make missionaries depen-
dent upon the financial and prayer sup-
port of the home church. 
Eric Fife, in his book, A Highway for 
Our God, mentions three reasons why 
God chooses to make us dependent 
upon one another.4 Let's look at those 
three reasons briefly: 
This is always God's way of working. 
In I Corinthians 12:27 we learn that as 
individuals, we are all part of the body 
of Christ. Just as the ears, eyes, nose, 
hands, and feet are dependent upon 
each other, God makes us interdepen-
dent. When one suffers, all suffer to-
gether. When one is honored, all rejoice 
together. 
God doesn't plan for us to operate 
independently. Each of us is related to 
other members of the body of Christ. 
The missionaries need it. If God did 
choose to supply the missionary's need 
for prayer and money without us, 
imagine how lonely and forlorn the mis-
sionary would be! The Scriptures tell us 
that "God setteth the solitary in fami-
lies."5 God's plan for the missionary and 
the sending church includes an intimate 
and beautiful link between them. 
The Christians at home need it. When 
we see opportunities to give for the spir-
itual needs of others, it is a blessing to us. 
When we are inspired to pray, it is a t 
blessing to us. Supporting missionaries 
is not primarily a responsibility; it is a 
means of blessing and grace. And hav-
ing missionaries report back to the send-
ing church includes special opportuni-
ties to glorify the Lord. This is illustrated 
beautifully in the book of Acts. Paul 
"reported in detail what God had done 
among the Gentiles through his minis-
try. When they heard this, they praised 
God 
As we talk about missions together, 
let's not try to squirm out of our God-
given responsibility to use our resources 
for the spiritual needs of others. Let's 
talk about how to use our resources so 
God can be glorified. Let's pray together 
that we will be sensitive to where God 
wants to send the fire next, so we can be 
part of his work in the world today. • 
i Johnstone, God Can Make It Happen, p. 22 
2Psalm 50:10 (NASB) 
3Psalm 50:12 (NASB) 
4 Fife, A Highway for Our God, pp. 82-84 
5Psalm 68:6 (K J V) 




Rev. Enrique Palacios, Executive 
Minister of the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Nicaragua, had an extensive ministry 
in Brethren in Christ churches in eastern 
Pennsylvania during the six weeks he 
was in the United States studying for a 
Graduate Equivalency Diploma. With 
the assistance of four bilingual interpret-
ers, he spoke in the Lancaster, West 
Shore, Harrisburg, Palmyra, Refton, 
Elizabethtown, Cumberland Valley, 
Pequea, Mechanicsburg, Mount Pleas-
ant, Redland Valley, Manheim, Shenks, 
Free Grace and Manor churches. He 
also visited the home of Howard and 
Pearl Wolgemuth, founders of the Breth-
ren in Christ work in Nicaragua, and 
spoke at Messiah Village. Chuck Musser, 
Edward Brainard, Glen Heise, and Gene 
Madeira served as his interpreters. 
Before his return to Nicaragua April 
27, Enrique expressed thanks to the pas-
tors of the churches where he visited; to 
Esther Ebersole, who arranged his sched-
ule; to Roy Sider and Don Zook, who 
made his visit possible; and to Dr. John 
Kreider, who assisted him in obtaining a 
complete diagnosis of his medical needs 
and in prescribing medicines needed 
during the coming year. 
Rev. Palacios passed his high school 
equivalency examination. He returned 
to Nicaragua with new enthusiasm and 
energy after accomplishing three major 
objectives of his visit: 1) to be a blessing 
to the churches of North America, 2) to 
care for his medical needs, and 3) to 
obtain his high school diploma—an 
example he felt was important to encour-
age other Brethren in Christ pastors in 
Nicaragua to place more importance on 
their educational needs. 
Gene Madeira, 
Lancaster, PA 
Following are excerpts from com-
ments by several pastors about Enrique's 
contacts in their churches: 
"Enrique was with us March 20, 1983. 
This was my first and only contact with 
Brother Palacios. I was greatly impressed 
with his strong emphasis on the Holy 
Spirit. He pointed very definitely and 
emphatically to the fact that this is the 
great need of the Christian Church: we 
need the Holy Spirit for guidance, for 
leadership, and for instruction. En-
rique's personal life and ministry seemed 
to verify his commitment to this belief 
and experience." 
Simon A. Lehman, Jr., Pastor 
West Shore congregation 
"We were privileged to have Enrique 
Palacios with us on April 10 in the 
morning worship service. In spite of the 
language barrier, the warmth of Christ's 
love was communicated through his 
words and in his smile. . . . He spoke 
with a good knowledge of God's Word 
and communicated with enthusiasm and 
conviction. His manner behind the pul-
pit had a way of inviting good response 
from the congregation. 
"Enrique is a gifted leader and cares 
for the needs of people around him. . . . 
We felt a sense of joy that this gifted 
person represents not only the result of 
mission effort, but also the ongoing 
thrust of concern for reaching others. It 
is apparent that Enrique has this con-
cern and is a blessing to the church." 
Jerel Book, Pastor 
Mount Pleasant congregation 
"Our people really enjoyed and appre-
ciated Brother Enrique. I greeted him 
with the one Spanish word I knew: 
"amigo" (friend). He greeted me with 
"hermano" (brother). He became a 
brother indeed! 
"After preaching a challenging mes-
sage, Brother Enrique said to me, 'Pas-
tor, you have a large congregation. You 
put everyone to work and you will have 
a growing congregation.' I have taken 
that word of advice as a word from the 
Lord." 
Roy J. Peterman, Pastor 
Manheim congregation 
"Enrique has such a special love for 
the Lord and exuberance in his person-
ality, he fairly shines. . . . I especially 
enjoyed hearing him talk about his work 
in Nicaragua and all of the dynamics 
that go along with a growing church, 
untrained leadership, etc. It is always 
good when people can sense real needs 
in a missionary endeavor. So often we 
are held distant by occasional letters 
with a few victories and prayer requests 
mentioned. Enrique said more than 100 
letters from Nicaragua could say." 
Bruce A. Gerlach, Minister of Music 
Manor congregation 
"Enrique's visit. . . gave us a definite 
sense of beig part of the body of Christ 
Evangelical Visitor 
Rev. Enrique Palacios greets residents following a service at Messiah Village, one of 
the 17 congregations he visited during a recent stay in Pennsylvania. Pastor LeRoy 
Walters (right) looks on. 
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around the world. Enrique's visit also 
served as a healthy reminder that the 
church is people, not a building. It was 
very exciting to hear about the growth 
of the church in Nicaragua. It was very 
humbling to hear of the inadequate 
buildings in which the church must meet 
. . . . Having Enrique with us also 
allowed one of the young men in our 
congregation to serve the church in a 
new and refreshing way At the close 
of our time together he was able to pray 
in Spanish for Enrique and the church in 
Nicaragua." 
John Rietz, Pastor 
Skyline View congregation 
"I was impressed with Enrique's sense 
of urgency regarding the need of being 
Spirit-filled and Spirit-empowered to be 
effective in communicating the Gospel 
and building God's Kingdom. He spoke 
with persuasion Our people listened 
attentively. Their questions about the 
Brethren in Christ mission in Nicaragua 
were answered well. Enrique's account 
of his conversion was an excellent part 
of the total story. He seemed profoundly 
moved to see that the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Nicaragua keeps moving 
forward." 
Luke L. Keefer, Sr., Pastor 
Free Grace congregation • 





MANAGUA, Nicaragua—Five U.S. 
citizens, who happen to be Mennonite 
Central Committee workers living in or 
visiting Nicaragua, quietly walk into a 
mass just as it begins. 
This is a lower-class Catholic parish 
where most of the faithful consider par-
ticipation in Nicaragua's four-year-old 
revolution an expression of their faith. 
Early in the service the priest pauses 
to ask where we are from—"The United 
States, right?" News of a greatly expand-
ed invasion attempt by U.S.-backed 
counterrevolutionaries had been released 
the previous week and a French medical 
doctor known to the parish was assassi-
nated by the guerrillas two days earlier. 
Reference to "U.S. imperialism" peppers 
the service, though in a way more sadly 
matter-of-fact than bitter. 
The priest and then the congregation 
thank us effusively for our presence and 
for our willingness to share in Nicara-
gua's suffering. "The people of Nicara-
gua have a love for the people of North 
America," says the priest. "That these 
brothers and sisters are here tells us that 
the people of North America do not 
share or support the policies of Presi-
dent Reagan." 
Whether or not their hopeful reading 
of U.S. public opinion is true, in the 
drama of such personal acceptance one 
thing seems clear: These people are not 
our enemies. 
But the relationship between the Unit-
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The new Nicaragua is a country of the poor which has tried to give its citizens a better 
life. The people of Nicaragua are fearful of what U.S. policies will mean for their 
faltering new government. 
ed States and Nicaragua has reached a 
critical low point with the June 6 expul-
sion of three U.S. diplomats from Nica-
ragua for their alleged part in CI A activ-
ities to destabilize the Nicaraguan govern-
ment and assassinate Foreign Minister 
Miguel D'Escoto. The United States 
responded by expelling 21 Nicaraguan 
consular officials and closing all six 
Nicaraguan consulates. The United 
States is threatening more retaliatory 
actions to protest the charges which it 
described as "all lies." 
Earlier, on April 27, President Rea-
gan addressed a special joint session of 
Congress and sought to marshall sup-
port for the no longer covert U.S. sup-
port of counterrevolutionary guerrillas 
battling Nicaragua's Sandinista govern-
ment. 
Key shortcomings of the Sandinistas, 
according to the President, were that 
they were responsible for the break-
down of U.S.-Nicaragua relations, had 
consistently rejected peace efforts, had 
next page, please 
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reneged on promises to hold elections, 
had moved against the country's private 
sector, and that hypocritically, "violence 
is Nicaragua's most important export," 
especially to El Salvador. 
The Sandinistas have consistently de-
nounced U.S. policy towards their coun-
try since July 19, 1979, the day they 
assumed power. The history of U.S. 
intervention in Nicaragua, with its peri-
ods of rule by U.S. Marines and then 
nearly 50 years of maintaining the Som-
oza family dynasty as a brutal military 
kingpin for U.S. policy in Central Amer-
ica, has smacked of "imperialism." But 
while harsh, constant reminders of that 
history by the newly t r iumphant are 
comprehensible, they do not make it 
easier to construct the foundation for a 
new era. 
President Carter tried. To this Rea-
gan referred when he said that "for two 
years the United States voted for de-
mocracy" in Nicaragua, through a major 
aid package. But in the last months of 
the Carter administration, relations with 
Nicaragua had begun to sour. 
The attitude of the Reagan adminis-
tration toward Nicaragua has resulted 
in the further deterioration of the rela-
tionship between the two countries. 
The Reagan administration's consist-
ently harsh economic policies in addi-
tion to crippling political retaliation 
seems to be forcing Nicaragua to seek 
support f rom the Eastern Bloc countries. 
Reagan's policies toward Nicaragua, 
some political analysts suggest, are 
counter-productive. For example, the 
recent slashing of the sugar quota that 
Nicaragua is allowed to sell the United 
States is a blow to private businessmen. 
Apart f rom experiencing firsthand one 
of the most infamous Latin American 
dictatorships that the United States has 
supported, Nicaraguans know the his-
tory of U.S.-backed coups in Guatemala 
(1954) and Chile (1973). When demo-
cratic processes produce reform running 
against the grain of U.S. business inter-
ests, the CIA seems always to step in, 
even as in Guatemala against a fledgling 
democracy most inspired by Franklin 
Roosevelt's "Four Freedoms" and New 
Deal. Perhaps the lesson has been too 
clear: in order to protect our "democ-
racy," anything goes. 
But while the Reagan administration 
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demands region-wide negotiations, Nica-
ragua has insisted on talks directly with 
the United States and Honduras. It 
simply is not true that the Sandinistas 
have rejected all peace efforts. Rather, 
the President has left himself much 
more open to that charge by so long 
ignoring what is arguably the most via-
ble peace effort to date—the mediation 
effor ts of the so-called "Con tado ra 
Group" consisting of foreign ministers 
of Mexico, Panama, Venezuela and 
Colombia. 
What really distresses President Rea-
gan most in Central America and the 
Caribbean are "strategic interests," 
which he referred to frequently in his 
April 27 speech. And the stability of "the 
entire region f rom the Panama Canal to 
Mexico" may very well be at stake. 
But why not work at it the way 
Panama and Mexico are themselves 
doing—through persevering mediation, 
serious negotiation and ultimately, truly 
respectful relations? —Gerald Schla-
bach, MCC Nicaragua 
Next Month: "Nicaraga—Struggling for a better life" 
Yoder named director 
of evangelism and 
church planting center 
Lawrence M. Yoder has been chosen 
as director of a new Center for Evangel-
ism and Church Planting, which will 
open this September at Eastern Men-
nonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, Va. 
Center activities will include teaching 
in the seminary classroom and in church-
wide conferences and training programs. 
Center personnel will also be available 
to advise mission agencies, conference 
commissions and local congregations in 
planning for outreach. 
Evangelism and church planting is 
one of the concentration areas offered in 
EMS's new Master of Arts in Church 
Ministries program. The new course of 
study begins in September and is de-
signed as a one- or two-year program, 
depending on the experience and aca-
demic background of the student. A 
specialization in evangelism and church 
planting can also be pursued in the 
three-year Master of Divinity program. 
Lawrence, who is completing doc-
toral studies at Fuller Theological 
Seminary's School of World Mission, 
will join the E M S faculty as assistant 
professor of missiology. 
He is a graduate of Messiah College, 
Grantham, Pa., and Associated Men-
nonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, In. 
For nine years he and his wife Shirlee, 
both members of the Brethren in Christ 
Church, worked in Indonesia under 
Mennonite Central Committee assign-
ment. They have three sons: Chris, 
Greg, and Brad. Lawrence is the son of 
Rev. and Mrs. LeRoy G. Yoder, Har-
risburg, Pa. Shirlee is the daughter of 




M C C U.S. has released a packet of 
materials designed to help congrega-
tions, individuals and small groups inter-
ested in developing programs to attack 
hunger in the United States and Canada. 
Art and Jocele Meyers, of the M C C 
Development Education office, have 
compiled a packet, "Resource Mate-
rials: Domestic Hunger." It includes 
scriptures that point to the biblical basis 
for helping needy people, current facts 
on the relationship of military expendi-
tures and domestic programs, and lists 
of ways to respond to the poor, hungry 
and homeless in North America. 
The packets are available without 
charge f rom Development Education 
Office, MCC, 21 South 12th St., Akron, 
Pa. 17501. • 
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Evangelicals at Pasadena ponder 
peace in a nuclear world 
by Edgar Metzler 
At a workshop leaders' orientation 
the first day of the conference on "The 
Church and Peacemaking in the Nuclear 
Age," a scientist who had spent his 
career in nuclear bomb design prayed in 
a small group, "Lord, give me the cour-
age to change my mind if my experience 
here points in that direction." 
That attitude characterized many of 
the 1,400 participants at the May 25-28 
meeting in Pasadena, California. As at 
most conferences, many probably left 
convinced as they had come. But there is 
no doubt that the issues of peace and 
war now have an unprecedented visibil-
ity and respectability among evangelicals. 
The purpose of this first widely repre-
sentative peace conference of evangeli-
cal Christians was to "examine issues 
related to the nuclear arms race from 
diverse Christian perspectives... empha-
sizing the witness of scriptures as they 
shed light on such serious matters." 
Program planners made a diligent 
and largely successful effort to balance 
three positions: biblical pacifism, just 
war, and peace through strength. The 
three positions were clearly set out by a 
panel the first morning of the conference. 
Ronald J. Sider rooted the biblical 
basis for pacifism in the way God in 
Jesus conf ron ted evil and enemies 
through the cross. He went on to urge a 
nonviolent alternate in responding to 
threats against freedom—civilian based 
defense. 
The just war theory was brought up 
to date by Richard Mouw, professor at 
Calvin College, whose honesty and com-
passion were transparent to all. His 
appeal was for such a rigorous applica-
tion of just war theory that it would be 
hard to imagine a situation in which a 
modern war would be justified. On the 
basis of just war doctrine, Mouw ruled 
out any defensive or offensive use of 
nuclear weapons. 
Evangelist David Breese suggested 
that the six main disturbers of the peace 
in today's world are: communism's inten-
tion of world conquest, the Arab anti-
Israeli attitude, Islamic fundamentalism, 
OPEC oil price pressure, liberation the-
ology which justifies Marxist revolu-
tion, and infantile, volatile political 
leaders such as Arafat and Khomeni. 
Breese stated his belief that all these 
threats to peace are kept in check by 
U.S. arms and that the use of nuclear 
weapons would be justified to save 
"Western Christian civilization." Some 
evangelicals, especially those from non-
white, western background, found this 
address sorely lacking in any dimension 
of the universality of the church. The 
"peace through strength" position, as 
presented, was based more on prag-
matic considerations than the Bible. 
The connections between justice and 
peace were forcefully injected into the 
discussion the second morning by black 
panelists Bill Pannell and John Perkins. 
Joining them in the discussion of "Bibli-
cal Faith and Military Expenditures" 
was Senator William Armstrong, who 
advocated a way out of what he called 
"the current nuclear madness" through 
"High Frontier," a defensive system to 
destroy incoming missiles utilizing exist-
ing technology. 
The evening speakers also represented 
a variety of viewpoints, from Fuller 
Seminary President David Hubbard's 
careful posing of the questions the Bible 
brings to all viewpoints, to the passion-
ate defense of using military force to 
contain communism brought by the 
chairperson of the Institute on Religion 
and Democracy, Ed Robb. Retired Air 
Force General Robert Mathis shared his 
personal pilgrimage through a military 
career, but ended by the stating we must 
get rid of nuclear weapons and learn to 
love and understand those who are dif-
ferent than us. 
Former executive director of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, Barbara Wil-
liams-Skinner, combined a born-again 
spirituality with concern for peace and 
justice in an address that was one of the 
highlights of the conference. 
The final evening address was by Jim 
Wallis, who had managed a brief reprieve 
from jail to speak to the conference. 
Although weary from the events of the 
week that had started on Monday with 
arrest for praying at the U.S. Capitol, 
Wallis spoke in a quiet but forceful 
voice, his address full of affirmations 
based on the scriptures and the faith 
assumptions of the people of God. It 
seemed a fitting close to three days of 
meeting announced as "A Conference 
on Biblical Perspectives." 
For those who wanted to pursue spe-
cific topics, there was an overwhelming 
array of 140 workshops, ranging from 
"The Holy Spirit and Peace" to "Peace-
making and Masculinity" to "Lobbying 
for Peace." 
The conference was the result of the 
vision, prayers, and hard work of two 
former Fuller Seminary students, Chuck 
Shelton and Susan Baldauf, who over a 
period of three years rallied a coalition 
of 18 sponsoring organizations and hun-
dreds of volunteers. 
Many from the historic peace churches 
were grateful for an achievement which 
had seemed impossible only a few years 
ago. Twenty years ago a few evangeli-
cals met with some Mennonite represen-
tatives at Winona Lake, Indiana, for an 
off-the-record discussion of peace issues. 
Vernon Grounds, moderator of the Pasa-
dena Conference, was on the planning 
committee for that earlier meeting. In 
1967 a more public meeting for the same 
purpose was held at Eastern Mennonite 
College in Harrisonburg, Va. It wasn't 
until the vision, questioning, and energy 
was sufficiently widespread in the evan-
gelical community, however, that a dia-
logue of the kind that took place at Pas-
adena could happen, bringing together 
evangelicals f rom 34 states and 7 
countries. 
The 100 Friends, Brethren, and Men-
nonites who attended a New Call to 
Peacemaking caucus the last day of the 
conference praised God that the dia-
logue had been so greatly expanded. We 
also acknowledged that our own convic-
tions had been tested by the encounter 
with those of different views. Some of us 
became aware that we talk too much 
only with those who agree with us. 
The conference moderator expressed 
the hope that discussions of the same 
kind would take place among churches 
throughout the country. There is much 
agenda for study and prayer. One impor-
tant question that emerged was whether 
the church or the nation provides the 
ultimate criteria for ethical action. Many 
other differences remain. 
But the experience at Pasadena was 
that a dialogue between Christians of 
different views on peace can and must 
begin. For biblical pacifists, that is a 
welcome development and a challenge 
to prepare ourselves with the patience 
and openness that encounter will require. 
It would seem to be the least we can do if 
we claim to be peacemaking members of 
Christ's Peaceable Kingdom. • 
Edgar Metzler is national coordinator for 
New Call to Peacemaking, a cooperative 
program of Brethren, Friends and Menno-
nites. 
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Allegheny Conference 
A " C r u s a d e for Chr is t" was held by the Antrim 
congregat ion, C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa., on May 20-22. 
The guest speaker was Dr. Thorn Wer tham, w h o 
was a Jewish rabbi before he was converted. • A 
corners tone for the new sanc tuary was laid by the 
Chambersburg, Pa. congregat ion , on Sunday , 
May 1, fol lowing the morn ing worship service. 
T h e Colyer congregat ion , Miff l in town, Pa. , 
held a g round break ing service on Sunday , March 
20, fo r a new parsonage . The pastor , Vernon 
Brandt, was in charge with con t rac to r Stanley 
Tressler, w h o is also a church board member , 
b reaking the first shovelful of g round . • O n Sun-
day, April 24, the Granville congregat ion, Lewis-
town, Pa. , observed its 50th anniversary by an all 
day celebrat ion with fo rmer pastors part icipating. 
New pulpit furn i ture was also dedicated. 
The highest worship a t t endance of 140 was 
reached on S u n d a y , April 10, by the Jemison Val-
ley congrega t ion . Westfield, Pa. Dr. Henry Cinder 
was the speaker for a spiri tual g rowth series held 
on Apri l 3-10. • The Men 's C h o r u s f r o m Eliza-
bethtown presented a p r o g r a m of music to the 
Montgomery congregat ion , Mercersburg , Pa. 
Member s of the Pilgrim Chapel youth group, 
Brooklyn, N.Y., visited the New Guilford congre-
gat ion, C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa. , on April 16 and 17. 
Their pastor , Grafton Forbes, accompanied the 
g roup and brought the S u n d a y morn ing message. 
The you th presented special music. • A missionary 
meeting was held by the Saxton. Pa., congregat ion 
on Wednesday evening, April 27, with Mildred 
Myers Yoder as the guest speaker . 
Atlantic Conference 
The Conoy congrega t ion , El izabethtown, P a -
held spir i tual renewal services on April 10-16. The 
speaker was f o r m e r You th for Christ director , J im 
Harr is . Mrs . Har r i s ministered in music. • A slave 
auc t i on was held by the J r . / S r . High Y o u t h of the 
Cross Roads congrega t ion . M o u n t Joy , Pa. , to 
help pay the way for the you th ' s t r ip to Fellowship 
Chapel, Bronx, N.Y. Fol lowing the auct ion, the 
f i lm " A n Interview with Pont ius Pilate" was 
shown. 
Twenty-f ive you th and seven advisors f r o m the 
Manor congregat ion , Mountvi l le , Pa. , traveled to 
Timber Bay Children's H o m e ( C a n a d i a n Confe r -
ence) J u n e 10-26. The g r o u p spent a week of 
vo lun ta ry service at the h o m e . • The Mechanics-
burg, Pa. , congrega t ion held a 24-hour prayer vigil 
CPS Reunion 
The 39th annual Eastern District 
CPS Reunion will be held Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 1983 at 10:00 at Cove Valley 
Camp near Mercersburg, PA. Please 
send address changes to Paul E. 
Bender, secretary, Star Route Box 7, 
Belleville, PA 17004 no laterthan July 
10. 
with the entire congrega t ion being involved in 
p repa ra t ion and prayer time. Over 48 persons par-
ticipated in a 30-minute t ime segment. 
A Missions Prayer Fellowship was held by the 
Perkiomen Valley congregat ion, Collegeville, Pa. , 
on S u n d a y evening. May 1. Phil Byers shared 
fol lowing a soup supper . • The Refton, Pa. , con-
gregat ion held a bapt ismal service on S u n d a y 
evening, April 24, fo r 20 persons. 
Canadian Conference 
The Bridlewood congregat ion, Agincourt , Ont . , 
received 10 persons into fellowship on Sunday 
morn ing , April 17. • The Fordwich, Ont . , congre-
gat ion a t tended the Missionary Church in Lis-
towel on Wednesday , April 13, where Ray Sider 
showed slides of the Timber Bay Children's Home. 
The congrega t ion also viewed slides of Mexico by 
D o n and Marion Sider on Sunday , April 17. 
A service of bap t i sm was held on Sunday , April 
10, by the Houghton congregat ion, Langton, 
Ont . , when seven persons were bapt ized. Brian 
Lofthouse has been designated as Youth Pas tor 
for the congrega t ion beginning in May. • The 
week of May 1 was designated as "Fami ly Week" 
by the Massey Place congregat ion, Saska toon , 
Sask. The film, "Crisis in the H o m e " was shown to 
begin the week. A family packet was presented to 
each family by the Women ' s Ministry. 
The m o n t h of May marked 59 years for the New 
Life congregat ion, Col l ingwood, Ont . On Sunday , 
May 15, the theme for the day was "Explor ing Our 
Roots , " and was shared by f o r m e r pastors of the 
congregat ion: Rev. George Sheffer and Bishop E. 
J. S w a l m . • T h e Westheights c o n g r e g a t i o n , 
Kitchener, Ont . , recently viewed a slide presenta-
t ion on mission work in J a p a n . The congregat ion 
also viewed the film "The Living Word . " 
Central Conference 
Revival services were held by the Bethel (Mer -
rill) Mi., congrega t ion on April 24-May 1. Rev. 
Luke L. Keefer Sr. served as the evangelist. • 
Reun ion S u n d a y is being planned by the Bethel 
Community, Mi., congrega t ion for Ju ly 10. Slides 
and tes t imonies will be par t of the all day service. 
Special guests of the Christian Union congrega-
t ion, Gar re t t . In., on Sunday morn ing , May 1, 
were Rev. and Mrs. William Hoke who reported 
on their work in Bonaire. Also, in the evening Pete 
and Mim Stern shared. • Sixteen persons were 
received into fellowship recently by the Dayton, 
Oh., congregat ion . • Rev. Rodger McCann was 
the speaker for a series of meetings held May 
25-29, by the Pomeroy Chapel congregat ion. 
Smithville, Tn . 
The " C o v e n a n t , " a chora l g r o u p f r o m Messiah 
College, presented a p r o g r a m to the Sippo Valley 
congregat ion, Massil lon, Oh. , on M o n d a y eve-
ning, May 9. • A family life conference was held on 
M a y 13-15 by the Western Hills congregat ion, 
Cincinnat i , Oh. T h e leader was Dr. Andrew 
Stoner. 
Midwest Conference 
A puppe t presenta t ion was given at the Abilene, 
Ks., church for the f if th Sunday jo in t worship 
service with the o ther Kansas congregat ions: 
Rosebank at Hope and Zion at Abilene. 
The Oklahoma City, Ok. , chu rch repor ts a con-
t inued increase in worship services. This new con-
gregat ion reports an average of 30 persons for the 
m o n t h of April. • The men of Zion congregat ion , 
Abilene, Ks., prepared and served a n o o n meal f o r 
the ladies of the church on Mother ' s Day , M a y 8. 
Pacific Conference 
The Joyce Landorf film series were viewed by 
the Alta Loma, Ca., congregat ion beginning Sun-
day evening, M a y 1, and were shown on six con-
secutive Sunday evenings. 
Rev. Glen Ginder gave several picture repor t s to 
his congregat ion , the Labish Church, Salem, Or . , 
on Israel. • Dur ing the m o n t h of M a y the fou r -
par t f i lm series by Joiii Earickson, "Blessings out 
of Brokenness ," were viewed by the Ontario, Ca. , 
congregat ion. 
For The Record 
Births 
Ayotte: Ben jamin Peter , M a r c h 9; Rowland 
and Elizabeth Ayot te , Fordwich congregat ion , 
Ont . 
Beattie: J a m i n Aubrey , Apri l 3; Ellis and Eliz-
abeth Beattie, M a n o r congregat ion, Pa. 
Berger: Cherie LeAnn , April 25; Haro ld and 
Vangie Berger, G r a n t h a m congregat ion. Pa. 
Book: J o s h e n A d a m , Ju ly 18, 1982, chosen by 
Dr . Morr is and Beth Tyson Book, Beaver Falls, 
Pa. 
Buckwalter: J o n a t h a n Michale , May 5; Mike 
and J o a n Buckwalter , M a n o r congregat ion, Pa. 
Burkholder: Gregory Earl, M a r c h 15; Mar l in 
and A n n a M a e Burkholder , C h a m b e r s b u r g con-
gregation, Pa. 
Chamberlin: J e r emiah A d a m , April 10; Da r -
win and Bernice Chamber l in , W a y n e s b o r o con-
gregation, Pa. 
Cober: D a w n Louise, Sept . 13, 1982, Dale and 
J u d y Cober , Fo rdwich congregat ion, Ont . 
Deck: Lyndsey Dene , Feb. 14; Alan and P a m 
Deck, Bethany congrega t ion . Ok. 
Eyster: Eric Dav id , M a y 6; David and Hi lda 
Eyster, Bethany congregat ion , Ok. 
Flicker: A n d r e w J o h n , J an . 6; Dona ld and 
Josephine Flicker, Springvale congregation. Ont . 
Gerlach: J o r d a n Wayne , M a y 1; Carl and 
Sandy Gerlach, Cedar Heights congregat ion, Pa . 
Haer: Lisa Nichole, J a n 29; J a m e s and Jan ine 
Haer, West Shore congregat ion, Pa. 
Harnish: Lori Elizabeth, April 17; Lar ry and 
Paula Harnish, M a n o r congregat ion. Pa . 
Harper: Alison Elizabeth, Aug. 3, 1982; T o m 
and Connie Harpe r , R i d g e m o u n t congregat ion , 
Ont . 
24 Evangelical Visitor 
Leaman: Apri l Renee, Apr i l 11; Dave and 
Jack ie Leaman , M a n o r congregat ion . Pa. 
Leaman: N a t h a n Daniel , Apri l 9; Randy and 
A m y Leaman , M a n o r congregat ion , Pa. 
Lambert: M a t t h e w J o h n , Oct. 4, 1982; J o h n 
and L inda Lamber t , R i d g e m o u n t congregat ion, 
Ont . 
Lehman: Se th M c K i m , Feb . 2; D e a n a n d 
Ka tha r ine (Sammi ) L e h m a n , Mechan icsburg con-
gregat ion, Pa. 
Martin: Ben jamin Scot t , J a n . 9; Scot t and Lisa 
Mar t in , C o n o y congregat ion , Pa. 
Miller: Chr i s t ina Mae , M a r c h 25; Rona ld and 
L u J e a n Miller, West Shore congregat ion , Pa. 
Sauder: Dus t in Lynn, April 11; D o n and Linda 
Sauder , R e f t o n congregat ion , Pa. 
Smiley: Lynne A n d r e a , April 21; J im and Jod i 
Smiley, G r a n t h a m congregat ion, Pa. 
Stump: Rebecca Anne , April 30; Scot t and Bea 
S t u m p , Upland congregat ion, Ca. 
Thrush: Neil Emerson , Feb. 19; Je r ry and 
Karen T h r u s h , A n t r i m congregat ion . Pa. 
Utzick: J e n n a Lea, M a r c h 22; Kenne th and 
Hea the r Utzick, West Sho re congregat ion, Pa. 
Wilson: l an Earl , M a y 22, 1982; Earl and 
D i a n e Wilson, F o r d w i c h congregat ion, Ont . 
Zeager: J o s h u a T o d d , April 17; Ed and Yvonne 
(Mar t in ) Zeager , Cross R o a d s congregat ion . Pa. 
Weddings 
Ammons-Hykes : Denise, daugh te r of Mr . and 
Mrs . Owen Hykes , and D a n a i m A m m o n s , Feb. 
24, in Hagers town, M d . 
Cashell-Meyers: Nadene K., daugh te r of Mr. 
and Mrs . D e a n Meyers, and Paul , son of Mr . and 
Mrs . George W. Cashel l , Dec. 11, 1982, in the 
C h a m b e r s b u r g Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with 
Rev. A. C. Brubaker J r . officiating. 
Coccagna—Clugston: Diane Lynn, daugh te r 
of Mr . and Mrs . J o n n i e Clugs ton , S h a d e Gap , 
Pa . , and J a m e s A., son of Mr . and Mrs. F r a n k 
C o c c a g n a , C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa. , April 16, in the 
Air Hill Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. 
R a l p h P a l m e r a n d Rev . L a w r e n c e C o a k l e y 
off iciat ing. 
Corbin-Book: Mary E. Book and Will iam O. 
C o r b i n , Apr i l 2, in the C e d a r Grove Bre thren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h with Rev. Wilbur Benner, the 
b r i d e ' s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , a n d Rev. M. E u g e n e 
Heidler officiat ing. 
Deamer-Bryner: Lori, daugh te r of Mr. and 
Mrs . J o h n Bryner, and David , son of Mr. and 
Mrs . Kenne th Deamer , April 30, in the Cedar 
G r o v e Bre th ren in Chris t C h u r c h with Rev. M. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Heath-Houck: Sherry Ann, daugh te r of Mr . 
a n d Mrs . M a r t i n H o u c k , and Doyle Leroy, son of 
Mr . a n d Mrs . Fred Hea th , M a r c h 21, in the Sax-
t o n Bre th ren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Blain 
K a u f f m a n conduc t ing the service. 
H e i s e y - H a r n d e n : M a r y J a n e , d a u g h t e r of 
Wi lmer a n d Velma Heisey, M o u n t Joy , Pa. , and 
Phi l ip , son of Char les and Ethel H a r n d e n , O g d o n , 
U t a h , M a y 14, in the G e r m a n t o w n (Pa. ) M e n n o -
nite C h u r c h , wi th Rev. Wilmer Heisey and Rev. 
Char les H a r n d e n officiating. 
Henry-Sherk: Janice Lynn, daugh te r of Mr . 
and Mrs . George Sherk . Ft . Erie, Ont . , and Ross 
Kenne th , son of Mr . and Mrs. Kenne th Henry, 
Whitby, Ont . 
Lenehan-Benjamin: S h a w n B e n j a m i n a n d 
Steve Lenehan, May 7, in the Moun ta in View 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J ames Esh 
officiating. 
Mosher-Martin: Gail Mar t in and Jeff Mosher , 
April 30, in the Pe rk iomen Valley Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Fred Cieib officiating. 
Norton-Fowler: Teresa, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Fe rn Fowler, and Samuel , son of Mr. and 
Mrs . Will iam Nor ton , April 16, in the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. M. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Tyson-Groff: Darlene J. , daugh te r of Mr. and 
Mrs . Haro ld S. Ciroff, East Petersburg, Pa. , and 
Kent D. , son of Rev. and Mrs. lrvin G. Tyson . 
Collegeville, Pa. , J u n e 5, 1982, in the Lancas ter 
Bre thren in Christ C h u r c h with fa ther of the 
g r o o m and Rev. Earl Mar t in officiating. 
Obituaries 
Andrews: May B. Andrews, St rasburg , Pa. , 
bo rn J a n . 22, 1897, died March 7, 1983. She was 
marr ied to J o h n Andrews who survives. Also sur-
viving are three children: Theodore , Violet S h a u b , 
and Clif ford; several grandchi ldren and great-
grandchi ldren. She was a member of the Ref ton 
Bre thren in Chris t Church . Rev. J o h n A. Bru-
baker conducted the funera l service. In te rment 
was in the Neffsville Lu the ran Cemetery. 
Baldwin: Bertha E. Baldwin, born April 21, 
1885 in Ionia, Mi., died April 19, 1983 in Mt. 
Pleasant , Mi. She was preceded in death by her 
husband , Lee; and a son, J o h n . She is survived by 
a daughte r , Mrs. Bertha Tuck; three grandchi l-
dren; and a great-grandchi ld . The funera l service 
was conducted by Rev. Bedsaul Agee with inter-
ment in the Ridgelawn Cemetery , Breckenridge, 
Mi. 
Clapper: R u b y L C lappe r , P u n x s u t a w n e y , 
Pa. , bo rn April 27, 1910 in Hopewell Twp. , Pa. , 
died April 3, 1983 in the Je f fe rson M a n o r , Brook-
ville. She was the daugh te r of Har ry K. and A n n a 
May (Creps) Clapper . She is survived by a sister 
and three bro thers . She had served in mission 
work for the Brethren in Christ Church in Ken-
tucky, Ohio and Pennsylvania . The funeral service 
was conduc ted by Rev. J . A. Truse and Rev. 
Milford Dolby. In te rment was in the Steele Ceme-
tery, Hopewell , Pa. 
Gharet: J o h n G. Ghare t , Mill Hall, Pa., born 
Sept . 17, 1924, died April 9, 1983. He was the son 
of J o h n E. and Euphemia Bower Ghare t . He was 
marr ied to Vivian Butler who survives. Also sur-
viving are f ou r daughters : Doro thy , Esther Force, 
J o a n n e S n y d e r , a n d M a r g a r e t Bower ; th ree 
brothers ; three sisters; and seven grandchi ldren. 
T w o sons preceded him in dea th . Rev. J o h n L. 
Bundy conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in the Cedar Hill Cemetery. 
Hamm: Har lan T. H a m m , Trappe , Pa., died 
April 20, 1983 at the age of 61. He is survived by 
his wife, J o a n ; and three daughters : Wendy . Chris 
and Holly. A memor ia l service was conducted by 
Rev. Fred Geib in the Pe rk iomen Valley Brethren 
in Christ Church . 
Heisey: Elizabeth M. Heisey, El izabethtown, 
Pa. , bo rn Dec. 21, 1886, died April 10, 1983. She 
was marr ied to Millard H. Heisey w h o preceded 
her in dea th . She is survived by four daughters : 
Alma, Cather ine, Glenna, and Arlene; three sons: 
Lester, Avery and Leroy; 20 grandchi ldren; 42 
great-grandchildren; and three great-great-grand-
children. Rev. Kenneth L. Engle and Rev. Allon 
E. Dour te conducted the funera l service. 
Kelly: Ruth Helen Kelly, born Feb. 28, 1914 in 
Sax ton , Pa., died March 9, 1983. She is survived 
by a son, George Peck; a g randson , Michael Ci. 
Peck; a sister; and two brothers . Rev. Blain Kauf f -
man conducted the funera l service with in terment 
in the Fockler Cemetery, Sax ton , Pa. 
Miller: Theodo re E. Miller, born May 19. 
1902, died March 19, 1983. He was marr ied t o 
Helen Pyke Miller w h o preceded him in death. He 
is survived by fou r sons: J o h n , Gene, Lowell and 
T imothy ; 13 grandchi ldren; and two grea t -grand-
children. He was a member of the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church . Rev. LeRoy Walters 
and Rev. Charles Burgard conducted the funera l 
service in the Messiah Village. 
Potteiger: Dessa C. Potteiger, born July 3, 
1921. died April 1, 1983 in the Har r i sburg Hospi-
tal, Pa. She is survived by her husband , F r a n k D.; 
a daughter , J u n e Herr; f ou r grandchi ldren; nine 
great-grandchildren; and a great-great-grandchild. 
She was a member of the Mechanisburg Brethren 
in Christ Church where she t augh t a S u n d a y 
school class. Rev. C. R. Burgard conduc ted the 
funeral service in the Mechanicsburg Church . 
Rice: Elizabeth N. Rice, Shippensburg , Pa., 
born Aug. 5. 1904, died April 7, 1983. She was 
preceded in death by her husband , Eugene. She is 
survived by a daughte r . lona; two sons, Dar ius 
and J a c o b . Rev. J o h n Eash and Rev. L o m e G. 
Lichty conducted the funeral service. 
Romberger: Esther B. Romberge r . born Aug. 
25, 1898, died April 7, 1983 in the Harr i sburg 
Hospi ta l , Pa. She was marr ied to Lester J . R o m -
berger w h o preceded her in dea th . She is survived 
by a son. Ches ter E.; two daughters : Alverta 
C u n n a r d and Thelma K a u f m a n ; a brother ; t w o 
sisters; nine grandchi ldren; and ten grea t -grand-
children. She was a member of the Brethren in 
Chris t Church . Rev. C. R. Burgard conduc ted the 
funera l service. 
Sellers: Earl F. Sellers, C h a m b e r s b u r g , Pa. , 
born Sept . 13, ! 9 l 7 i n G r e e n c a s t l e , Pa . .d i ed April 
23, 1983. He is survived by his wife, Sylvia; and six 
children: Louise, Terry , Sherry, Chris, Tom, and 
Sylvia. The funera l service was conducted by Rev. 
Wilbur Benner. In te rment was in Brown's Mills 
Cemetery. 
Vanderburg: Wray B. Vanderburg , Welland, 
Ont . , born Feb. 17, 1903, died Oct. 29, 1982. He 
was the son of Bruce and R o x a n n a Vanderburg . 
He was marr ied to Cora (Shoal ts ) V a n d e r b u r g 
w h o survives. He was preceded in dea th by a 
daugh te r , Mar ion , in 1951. He was a m e m b e r of 
the Brethren in Christ Church . The funera l service 
was conduc ted by Rev. J o h n Y o u n g with inter-
ment in the Zion Cemetery, Wainfleet , Ont . 
Wenger: Mrs. S. Ruth Wenger , born Aug. 4, 
1897, died Dec. 9, 1982. She is survived by her 
husband , Laban; a daughter , Lois Mart in; a son, 
Harry; a foster daughter , R u t h A n n a Heckman ; 
and a n u m b e r of grandchi ldren and nieces and 
nephews. Rev. A. G. Brubaker , J r . and Bishop 
Charl ie B. Byers conducted the funera l service in 
the Chamber sbu rg Brethren in Christ Church . 





May 1, 1983 was Charter Member-
ship Sunday for the new Brethren in 
Christ Church in Walkersville, MD. 
The church, which has been meeting in 
the Walkersville High School since 
October 1981, received 24 charter mem-
bers on that Sunday including Rev. and 
Mrs. Richard Long and three of their 
children. 
Bishop Alvin Book attended the ser-
vice to receive the new members into the 
church and to tell us of the interest the 
church body as a whole has in us. 
A new banner depicting the building 
of a new church was hung. It was made 
by two of our new church members, 
Janet Twomey and Diane Butterfield. 
With 64 people present, it was our larg-
est attended church service to date. 
Along with our regular service, our 
new members were received, and then 
everyone was invited to take Holy Com-
munion. Following this, each of the new 
members was invited to sign the new 
church register. 
After the service we had a potluck 
dinner, and everyone present was invited 
to share our meal, topped off with a cake 
which was decorated with the denomi-
national emblem. 
After the meal we were treated to part 
of a one-man play written by one of our 
members, Marty Barbour, called "Wit-
nesses For Christ." Marty later per-
formed the whole play at the Waynes-
boro, Pa., Brethren in Christ Church in 
June. 
Everyone who participated in Char-
ter Membership Sunday thoroughly en-
joyed the fellowship. Charter member-
ship was held open for a few more weeks 
so any others could join us. We are all 
excited about the beginnings of our 
church and an even brighter future serv-
ing God. 
—Marcia Ensminger 
(top) Banner made for the special mem-
bership Sunday. 
(center) Twenty-four persons became 
Charter Members. 
(lower) The Martin Barbour family signs 






f f The Spirit 
says Grow! 
Twenty-two Teams in Lancaster 




The 115th annual Christian Holiness 
Association Convention was held April 
19-21 at Olivet Nazarene College, Kan-
kakee, Illinois. For more than a century 
the holiness witness has made a vital 
contribution to the kingdom of God. 
The purpose of the CH A today remains 
consistent in giving a united voice to the 
holiness movement and the develop-
ment of cooperative ministries among 
the holiness denominations and organi-
zations. 
The morning workshops were well 
attended. Stimulating seminars on the 
following topics provided both informa-
tion and inspiration for all who attend-
ed: "Programming Church Growth 
Through the Sunday School," "Eleven 
Steps to Develop a Growing Church," 
"The Call to Compassion from the Inner 
City," "Discovering the Soul of Prayer 
and Praise," "Biblical Preaching: A Basis 
for Growth," "The Holiness Message 
and Liberation Theology," "Biblical 
Preaching That Meets People Where 
They Are." 
Dr. Ralph Earle, distinguished pro-
fessor of New Testament at Nazarene 
Theological Seminary, received special 
recognition by the CH A by being named 
Twenty-one Brethren in Christ teams 
and one Mennonite team competed in 
the fourth annual Lancaster Bible Quiz 
Tournament, held on Saturday, May 
21. 
The 22 teams were divided into two 
leagues, the Ambassador League and 
the Crusader League. Cedar Grove (Pa.) 
was first in the Crusader League with 
Nappanee (In.), Neffsville Mennonite 
(Pa.), and Pequea (Pa.) tied for second. 
Pilgrim Chapel (N.Y.) was first in the 
Ambassador League; Grantham (Pa.) 
was second; Highland (Oh.), third; and 
Elizabethtown (Pa.), fourth. 
In the playoffs, Pilgrim Chapel won 
their third straight tournament victory 
by beating Grantham after a series of 
quizzes. 
High quizzers for the tournament 
the "1983 Holiness Exponent of the 
Year" award. 
Rev. Simon A. Lehman, Jr., Brethren 
In Christ representative, reports that 19 
persons from our denomination were in 
attendance at this year's convention. 
Tapes of the keynote messages and 
seminars are available. Please contact 
Rev. Lehman or the CH A office, which 
is moving this month from Stanhope, 
NJ„ to Portland, OR. 
Church leaders are encouraged to 
plan to attend the 1984 Convention to 
be held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, 
Indianapolis, Indiana, April 24-26. 
News from Messiah Village 
Erla Stump named 
Director of Volunteers 
Erla Stump, Grantham, Pa. has 
joined The Messiah Village Director of 
Volunteers. Mrs. Stump, who came to 
this area from Massillon, Ohio, served 
for 15 years as Office Manager for a 
doctor's office that included as many as 
five doctors and six nurses. 
While raising a family of 3 children, 
Erla gave time to extensive work in the 
church in Upland, Calif., sharing in 
Sunday school education and music. 
Her son Dwight, who was recently mar-
ried, has his own consulting business in 
July 1983 
California, holding educational semi-
nars throughout the world in the medi-
cal and pharmaceutical field. A daugh-
ter, Beverly, is a nurse in Philadelphia, 
Pa. and the mother of Erla's only grand-
daughter. Barbara, a pharmacist, in 
Massillon, Ohio, is also married to a 
pharmacist. 
Erla notes she is happy to be at Mes-
siah Village because she "wants to work 
with people." As government cutbacks 
continue in financial aid to institutions, 
she feels that Messiah Village needs to 
double their staff of vounteers and that 
"giving of time may be more beneficial 
than giving of money." 
were: Tery Rhoads, Highland—910; 
Doug Stevick, Grantham and Ron Wil-
liams, Pilgrim Chapel—850; Phil Buck-
waiter, Mt. Pleasant (Pa.) and Kim 
H a r m a n n , Grantham—800; Nancy 
Peterman, Mastersonville (Pa.)—790; 
Beth Hock, Nappanee—770; Jeff Beachy, 
Carlisle (Pa.)—750. 
The teams quizzed over Galatians, 
Ephesians, and Philippians. They are in 
preparation for the Brethren in Christ 
National Finals, to be held at Niagara 
Christian College Aug. 21-24, during 
Canadian Conference Camp Meeting. 
Some of the quizzers will be competing 
in the World Bible Quiz Tournament, to 
be held at Anderson College, Anderson, 
In., in July. 




preventable ...byyou! 1: 
by your 30 second pre-trip mental inventory 
You take a few seconds to ask: 
1. 
Anything unusual about the light, 
the weather, the roads? 
2. 
Anything unusual about the cars 
condition: lights, tires, brakes? 
3. 
Am I taking medication? 
How will it affect my driving? 
4. 
Which route am I taking? 
Do I know the way? 
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stewardship 
Gift Annuity Agreement Rates Increased 
The gift annuity agreement rates were increased at the recent triennial 
Conference on Gift Annuities, held in Denver, Colorado. People who now 
enter into new gift annuity agreements with church ministry may be 
entitled to a rate up to 1% higher than those adopted in 1980. Any of the 
stewardship and finance people listed here can assist you on this matter. 
The Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc. is the official church agency to invest 
these agreements until they are matured. Lester Fretz can assist Canadians 
with information about the revised rates for Canada. 
Mary Lou Ruegg, treasurer of Fellowship Chapel in the Bronx, New 
York, managed the arrangements for the conference which had over 500 
attendees from nearly 1200 member charitable, educational and religious 
organizations in the United States. An employee of the American Bible 
Society, Miss Ruegg assisted her work associate, Dr. Charles W. Baas, 
who is chairman of the Committee on Gift Annuities. 
Third Quarter Schedules for Staff Personnel 
£ n 2 3 a 
3 2 fi B » 
2. a O u 3 u £ x ss 
July 1—Theological Colloquium, Kenbrook Bible 
Camp, PA x 
4—Ministry '83, Messiah College, PA x x 
8—COSF, Grantham, PA x x x 
10—Bible Quiz Play-Offs, Grantham, PA x 
14—Feasibility Study, Fairview Church, OH x 
16—Central Stewardship Promotion 
Committee West Milton, OH x 
16—Memorial Holiness Camp, OH x x 
31—Ringgold Service, Ringgold, M D x 
August 6—Roxbury Holiness Camp, PA x x x 
9—Messiah Village, PA x 
18—Kenbrook Golf Tournament, PA x x x 
21—Niagara Holiness Camp x 
25—Pacific Stewardship Promotion 
Committee, Upland, CA x 
30—Allegheny Church Growth Dinner, 
Chambersburg, PA x x 
Sept. 10—Messiah Village Chicken Barbeque, PA x x x 
13—Mennonite Foundation Seminar, IN x 
13—Messiah Village, PA x 
16—Fairview Church, OH x 
17—Central R S F C & Budget Hearings, 
S. OH x 
Harold Chubb, General Treasurer 
Office Phone (717) 697-2634; P.O. Box A, Grantham,PA 17027 
Lester C. Fretz, Director of Stewardship and Finance (Canada) 
Office Phone (416) 563-4739; Box 207, Vineland, Ontario LOR 2CO 
Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, Field Representative 
Phone (717) 697-4693; 584 Locust Lane, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, 
PA 17055 
Dr. David P. McBeth, Director of Stewardship and Finance (U.S.A.) 
Office Phone (717) 697-2634; P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027 
Ray M. Musser, Executive Director, Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc. 
Office Phone (714) 985-8200; P.O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91784 
dialogue 
In pursuit of the truth 
After reading Millard Herr's excellent 
contribution to the "Dialogue" section 
in the May Visitor ("Odd Inconsisten-
cies") at least six times, I am still discov-
ering new truths in it. His incisive ques-
tions challenged me personally, especial-
ly as one who cares deeply about the 
nuclear issue and who wrote a response 
regarding it in the March Visitor. Origi-
nally 1 had intended to respond to 
Brother Herr in a personal letter. But 
wishing to continue the dialogue he 
initiated, and lacking his address, I am 
writing to share with all Visitor readers. 
Brother Herr raised at least seven 
important points regarding our posture 
as Christians in a nuclear age. It is to 
these seven that I wish to respond, with 
sincere apologies if I have failed to 
summarize his points correctly. 
1) The need for humility in the nuclear 
age. 
I appreciate Brother Herr's caution 
that our zeal not outstrip our finite 
understanding of an issue. Personally 
I've discovered that I have less tolerance 
for other viewpoints on the nuclear issue 
than I do on any other issue. I've regret-
ted this on many occasions, and have 
prayed with equal zeal afterwards for 
greater respect for the perspectives of 
others. I also remind myself that just 
three years ago I was undecided on the 
morality of taking life through medi-
cally unnecessary abortions, and there 
remain many other issues which I've not 
even begun to explore. Thus, I pray for 
more patience with other brothers and 
sisters, who are struggling as I am to 
apply their faith to difficult issues. 
2) The need to oppose all war, not just 
the bomb. 
I would like to broaden Brother Herr's 
helpful observation even further. We 
oppose war and the weapons used in it 
because we believe life is sacred, a gift 
which God gives and only he should 
have the right to take away. Thus, kill-
ing is killing, whether accomplished by a 
nuclear bomb, a rifle, an abortion instru-
ment or a drunken driver. While a 
"civilization-destroying b o m b " may 
seem to represent the apex of man's 
depravity, the source of evil in the world 
remains Satan working through the 
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heart of sinful man. 
3) The difficulty of keeping our anti-
nuclear expression unentangled from 
political posture. 
Here I think Brother Herr has identi-
fied one of the major stumbling blocks 
to those of us who come from a tradition 
which stresses separation of church and 
state. I agree with the caution he urges. 
Nonetheless, should we be surprised 
that this is both a religious and a politi-
cal question? Don't we believe that our 
faith should touch every aspect of our 
lives on this earth? A refusal to apply 
our faith to political issues is clearly not 
what Brother Herr suggests; instead I 
think he would agree that we need the 
help of our brothers and sisters in 
determining our response. 
4) The disrespect we sometimes heap 
on political leaders with whom we 
disagree. 
While recognizing the difficulty all of 
us have in understanding Romans 13,1 
concur with Brother Herr that disre-
spect has no place in our attitudes 
towards government leaders (or anyone 
else). I want to try to pray for our 
government leaders at least as often as I 
criticize them. Perhaps with time the 
Lord can cleanse me of the latter. The 
larger issue, regarding the posture of a 
two-Kingdom Christian who finds him-
self in a democracy, needs more dis-
cussion. 
5) The intentions of the other partici-
pants in the arms race. 
There are at least two types of naivetd 
on this subject. One is to believe that 
Soviet leaders have only the best inten-
tions, and really only want peace. The 
other is to unquestioningly accept all of 
the propaganda which our own govern-
ment generates regarding the Russians. 
I prefer to accept neither, and would 
instead suggest that we are focusing on 
the wrong question. Instead of asking, 
"What about the Russians?" we should 
be asking, "What about Jesus?" Jesus 
Christ is our standard, not the Russians. 
What did he say about our relationships 
with our enemies? 
6) The fundamental eschatology of our 
faith. 
Brother Herr's caution that the fun-
damental elements of our faith "should 
not let us get caught up in . . . a frenzied 
apprehension" of imminent nuclear de-
struction is well taken. Obviously, apoc-
alyptic talk is popular these days (per-
haps it has been so in every generation), 
and I don't want to contribute to any-
one's hopelessness. Our message instead 
is one of hope. "Trust in Jesus. He alone 
is worthy, and he alone provides 
security—in a nuclear age or any other 
age." If anything, we haven't grasped the 
evangelistic impact of professing the 
gospel of peace in a society increasingly 
preoccupied with nuclear destruction. 
7) The callfor a "fresh systematizing of 
our fundamental theology." 
Brother Herr asks to whom we are 
addressing our nuclear objections and 
for what reasons, noting that "the men 
in Washington do not read our Visitor." 
I would respond that issues such as the 
nuclear threat are topics more helpfully 
addressed by the church than by any 
other group in society. I expect neither 
faithfulness to the gospel nor salvation 
from the nuclear threat by the men in 
Washington, Moscow or anywhere else. 
I have no more faith in Democrats than 
in Republicans. Instead, my faith is in 
Jesus Christ and his bride on this earth, 
the church. It is the church (and our-
selves) that we call to be faithful, not 
secular government. 
Brother Herr concludes with a call for 
us to "be together in our pursuit of the 
truth, not apart in our belief of what it 
SCRIPTURES 
to live bv'BZ 
Sunday, July 10 • Psalms 84-86 
Monday, July 11 • Isaiah 19-21 
Tuesday, July 12 • Isaiah 22-24 
Wednesday, July 13 • Isaiah 25-27 
Thursday, July 14 • Isaiah 28-30 
Friday, July 15 • Isaiah 31-33 
Saturday, July 16 • Isaiah 34-36 
Sunday, July 17 • Psalms 87-90 
Monday, July 18 • Isaiah 37-39 
Tuesday, July 19 • Isaiah 40-42 
is." This is a brotherly suggestion, and I 
endorse it, asking the forgiveness of any 
brothers or sisters whom I might have 
offended through a strident statement. 
(I'm very grateful that God hasn't called 
me to be a prophet. I just don't have the 
fortitude for it.) 
Could such a "fresh systematizing" 
begin with a representative study group 
chosen from the brotherhood to look at 
the social implications of our faith? The 
National Association of Evangelicals, 
for example, has already initiated a proc-
ess to select a study commission regard-
ing the nuclear threat. A Brethren in 
Christ study group would not need to 
draft "positions" to be argued over, but 
rather questions to be considered by 
regional and General Conference, local 
congregations, etc. Such a convention 
may need to be preceded by, or perhaps 
include, a deliberate effort to develop a 
Brethren in Christ biblical hermeneutic, 
which others in the church have already 
called for. This process would undoubt-
edly be difficult and at times painful, but 
seems consistent with our heritage as a 
community of faith which discerns truth 
together. 
I will look forward to other responses 
to this proposal. If those of the Christian 
faith do indeed have "the greatest posi-
tive potentiality" for facing the nuclear 




Wednesday, July 20 • Isaiah 43-45 
Thursday, July 21 • Isaiah 46-48 
Friday, July 22 • Isaiah 49-51 
Saturday, July 23 • Isaiah 52-54 
Sunday, July 24 • Psalms 91-93 
Monday, July 25 • Isaiah 55-57 
Tuesday, July 26 • Isaiah 58-60 
Wednesday, July 27 • Isaiah 61-63 
Thursday, July 28 • Isaiah 64-66 
Friday, July 29 • Hosea1-3 
Saturday, July 30 • Hosea 4-6 
Sunday, July 31 • Psalms 94-96 
Monday, August 1 • Hosea 7-9 
Tuesday, August 2 • Hosea 10-12 
Wednesday, August 3 • Hosea 13,14; 
Micah 1 
Thursday, August 4 • Micah 2-4 
Friday, August 5 • Micah 5-7 
Saturday, August 6 • Nahum 1-3 
Used by permission of the National Association of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187. 
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readers fcspond 
Pass it on . . . 
and on . . . 
I've read the April Visitor from cover 
to cover. I've applied transparent "Con-
tact" to the covers. Now another issue is 
ready for circulation to the homes of our 
Brethren in Christ families here in Kitwe. 
When I indicated during a worship 
service that I'd like to share my Visitor 
with them each month, I also suggested 
that those who were interested in being 
included in the circulation should sign 
up. The heads of 14 households did so 
within 10 minutes of the close of the 
service. (I think this includes all of those 
who attend our services regularly.) Num-
ber 14 complained that it would be in 
shreds before it got to her. Thus the 
reinforced cover. 
In a society that is eager to read any-
thing, how happy I am that I can pass on 
what I've received because of your gen-





P.S. I'm also happy that what I'm pass-
ing on has content and quality that we as 
a denomination can be proud of. 
(The above letter was• written to the 
regular contributors to the "Airmail 
Fund," which makes it possible to send 
the Visitor by air mail to church workers 
overseas. But we thought we'd let you 
glimpse some of the joy and rewards of 
this ministry as well. To learn how you 
can be a part of this practical expression 
of brotherhood, just drop us a note—we 
will give you the details.) 
Enjoying the E.V. 
Thanks for the new format and the 
monthly publication of the Visitor. I've 
enjoyed the variety of topics, the well-
organized layout, and a more compre-
hensive church news section. 
Recent articles I especially enjoyed 
were LeRoy Walter's "What's Happen-
ing in Genetic Engineering?" and Daryl 
Climenhaga's "Missions and the Peace 
Witness." 
May God continue to bless each of 
the staff of the Visitor. 
Phyllis Wissler 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
I think you made a great improve-
ment when you made the Visitor larger 




Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you . . . will tell you 
everything that is happening here. 
Colossians 4:9 
Dear Paul: 
This letter will be a testimony. I must 
tell you of some stretching and growing 
that I've experienced in my Christian 
life. I admit to some struggles over the 
years about seemingly conflicting expres-
sions of biblical truths. 
Can you imagine what it was like here 
in the churches to work through the 
letter of James after we had drunk 
deeply f rom your salvation-by-faith 
treatises? Often people were on the verge 
of the old Paul vs. Apollos syndrome. 
But in time we had to accept that you 
and James were speaking one truth— 
but putting it in "tension." "Faith with-
out works is dead!!!"—that just doesn't 
sound like Paul, but I have come to the 
opinion that you believe that truth too. 
Here's another one: the pillars of the 
church here had long believed that the 
presence of the Holy Spirit was indis-
pensable for the true believer who sought 
to be obedient to all biblical truth as it 
could be understood. Then this newer 
teaching of the enpowerment of the 
Holy Spirit through a crisis experience 
brought anxiety to many people, includ-
ing myself. For many of us it was even 
more intense than the fa i th /works 
struggle. Too often preachers came 
across as appearing possessive of their 
own brand of Holy Spirit teaching. 
Now, in retrospect, it seems almost 
ludicrous that Holy Spirit teaching could 
give anyone grounds to appear cocky. 
Yet I can bear witness to much trouble 
between conscientious Christians, some 
of whom were reminded that such feel-
ings were confirming evidence of need-
ing to dig "deeper." Fortunately, I came 
to know this truth in tension, discover-
ing the freedom that Jesus promised in 
John 8. Today it has become acceptable 
to talk about crisis and process. 
Perhaps the hottest tension situation 
these days is the Gospel of Peace vs. 
Love of Country and Submission to 
Authority. The world is so full of voices 
that fear has engulfed many in positions 
of leadership, both in the church and in 
"the world." Confusion reigns! Peace is 
talked about by some Christians and 
politicians. Law and order is talked 
about by politicians and some Chris-
tians. Too often love disappears in the 
process. 
But I've come to understand that 
truth can survive the foibles and limita-
tions of its carriers. In fact, I'm glad that 
no real "messiah" has appeared here 
who can articulate all the truth just 
right. Oh, there are plenty of people who 
claim to be speaking the "truth," and 
claim to be "speaking it in love"—but 
somehow the messages are in disson-
ance with each other. 
To this day I dislike the pain of work-
ing through tensions in coming to the 
truth. But the presence of the Spirit is 
always adequate for whatever time it 
takes to sort out and decode the mes-
sages. Actually, I need those messages— 
because I'd never get all that input 
alone—it's just too painful. I'm fortu-
nate to be a part of a sister / brotherhood 
which accepts truth in tension as the 
normal environment for finding grace to 
live, by faith. 
—Onesimus 
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editorial 
A declaration of dependence. Since January, this play 
on words—in contrast to a declaration of independence— 
has been in focus for the July editorial. 
Like the word "vulnerability," discussed in this column 
last month, the word "dependence" is loaded with negative 
overtones. As children of our culture, we prize being 
strong persons who at least have the image of self-
sufficiency and independence. Steeped in the virtues of 
rugged individualism, we immediately associate "depend-
ence" with immaturity, weakness—even failure. I suspect 
that for some people, having to say "I need you" would 
rival "I was wrong" as the three hardest words to say. 
Of course, in terms of personality development, it is 
normal to move from childhood dependencies into more 
mature patterns of independent behavior. Adults who 
have an excessive need for attention, who lean on others to 
make even minor decisions for them, or who crave a 
parent-like degree of affection, are exhibiting traits of 
over-dependence, which is less than ideal. 
But what the world typically views as weakness, Jesus 
saw as a key to productive Christian living. He said, "I am 
the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and 
I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing" (John 15:5). It is only as we depend wholly upon 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord that we have forgiveness 
from sin, a transformed life, and a Spirit-filled ministry. 
We are called to declare daily through our lives our 
dependence upon him. 
* * * 
In the June 1983 issue of Eternity, author Steven Mos-
ley discusses the subject of dependency in an article 
entitled, "Does Traditional Evangelism Fail Men?" He 
argues that traditional appeals, such as the call to sur-
render oneself to God, are effective for women but not for 
men. 
A woman's response to Chr i s t . . . becomes merely 
an extension of her traditional relationship with a 
man. She is expected to depend on, follow, and 
yield. But for the man to respond to most of our 
invitations, he must radically alter his self-concept. 
He can no longer be the protector or provider. The 
majority of men value self-reliance very highly. To 
them only losers have to be "taken care of." And so 
they are unlikely to respond when appeals are made 
for them to become dependent. (Italics added) 
In a response article, Rebecca Manley Pippert (Inter-
Varsity evangelism specialist) counters, "Once we scrape 
behind the facades, don't we find that surrender is excru-
ciating to everyone? I have never met a man or woman 
who found surrender easy." (Italics added) 
Declaration of Dependence 
Although I don't agree with every point in Mosley's 
essay, he does raise several pertinent concerns. Pastors and 
congregational leaders would profit by studying both of 
these articles. 
* * * 
One of the chapters in Louis H. Evans Jr.'s book Cove-
nant to Care is appropriately titled, "I Need You." Evans 
discusses the fact that we all have areas of need—areas in 
which we must turn to others for help. He defines need as a 
weakness or a deficiency of sorts: "It is a quality or an 
ability we don't have, or don't have enough of." Some of 
these weaknesses result from our misdeeds or from the 
impact of others' lives upon us. This kind of weakness God 
wants to heal, he notes, and often does so through rela-
tionships with other Christians. 
On the other hand, he sees that intentionally, "God 
designed us with built-in weaknesses as well as strengths, 
so that we would become interdependent. This common 
need becomes the basis for human relationships " And, 
he asserts, "God is not about to remake us and eliminate 
the created weaknesses that bind us together—and to 
Him." 
One mark of spiritual immaturity (perhaps an adoles-
cent phase) is to assume that I have sufficient spiritual 
insight and stamina to survive in this world in isolation 
from brothers and sisters in Christ. Quite to the contrary— 
the whole sweep of Scripture emphasizes the truth that 
God brings individual believers into a functional interde-
pendency with other believers. In the Body of Christ, each 
person contributes to the life of all, and each one draws 
strength from the others. Explained in Ephesians 4, this 
truth is beautifully illustrated in the personal comments 
made by the Apostle Paul in various of his letters. Read 
Romans 16:1 -16 as but one example of the interdependen-
cies at work in that vibrant, growing New Testament 
church. 
A declaration of dependence. After I complete work on 
this issue, Linda and I plan to draw up a list of the various 
ways she, I, and the family are currently relying on the 
Lord and on feilow believers. Then we will celebrate our 
dependence on the Savior and our interdependence with 
the members of his body, the church. 
Is that an idea you would be willing to try? 
G 
Eternity, June 1983. pp. 16-19. 
Louis H. Evans, Jr., Covenant To Care. Wheaton: Victor 
Books, 1982. pp. 64-71. 
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Messiah College News 
Annual Banquet 
The annual banquet at Messiah Col-
lege for faculty, staff, trustees, asso-
ciates, and other friends of the college 
was held on Friday night before Com-
mencement. Dr. Ernest L. Boyer, Board 
of Trustees chairman, served as master 
of ceremonies. 
Galen Oakes, vice chairman of the 
board gave the invocation prayer. Dr. 
Harold Engle, for many years chairman 
of the board, spoke on the need for Old 
Main to be renovated. Emerson Frey 
presented the urgent need for scholar-
ship endowment. 
President D. Ray Hostetter then gave 
recognition to the following: 
Ten years of service: Dr. Gene Chase, 
faculty; Bishops David Climenhagaand 
Don Shafer, Board of Trustees; and 
Charles Melhorn, staff. 
Twenty years of service: Sam Len-
hert, staff; Galen Oakes, Board of Trus-
tees; and Dr. E. Morris Sider, faculty. 
Service termination recognitions: 
Wendy Price, staff, eight years of ser-
vice; Rev. Ernest Dohner, staff, 15 years 
of service; and Dorothy Schrag, faculty, 
37 years of service (at both Upland Col-
lege and Messiah College). 
Commencement 
The 73rd annual Messiah College 
Commencement was held Saturday, 
May 14, 1983. Degrees were awarded 
the 278 seniors, the largest graduating 
class ever. 
David Zercher of Nappanee, Ind., 
son of Alice Grace and the late John 
Zercher, graduated with a 4.0 grade 
point average (straight A) and received 
the Alumni Award for scholarship, 
leadership, and school loyalty. 
Other Brethren in Christ students 
graduating with honors were: Summa 
Cum Laude: Dennis Davis and John 
Long, Grantham; Magna Cum Laude: 
Angela Witter, Chambersburg; Barbara 
Engle, Dillsburg; and Denise Sollen-
berger, Trenton, N.J.; Cum Laude: Lisa 
Puchalsky, Grantham; Ruth Baugher, 
Baltimore, Md.; Lynn Prior, Grantham; 
Pamela Teach, Hagerstown, Md.; Beth 
Cooper, Cheyney, Pa.; and Rodney 
Musser, Upland, Ca. 
Trustee Action 
At their spring meeting, the Messiah 
College Board of Trustees approved the 
1983-84 budget of $13,718,356, an in-
crease of almost $1 million over the cur-
rent year. President Hostetter reported 
that construction on the new campus 
entrance bridge which will span the rail-
road is scheduled to begin this fall. The 
college has felt the need of this bridge for 
many years and is very pleased that the 
project will be completed by next spring. 
Ron E. Long, Vice President for 
Admissions, reported that the fall enroll-
ment is now expected to reach approx-
imately 1575, a five percent increase 
over last year's figure of just over 1500. 
A total of 450 freshmen are expected to 
register in September. 
In anticipation of the enrollment in-
crease, construction has been in prog-
ress on Naugle Residence Hall. This 
largest student residence will house 250 
students. The other current construction 
project is a large addition to the Lottie 
Nelson Dining Room. 
President Hostetter also announced 
to the board that Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
Smith of Souderton, Pa., have estab-
lished an endowment fund to provide 
awards for teaching excellence at the 
college. 
Recognition of Ernie Dohner 
Messiah's attractive campus is partly 
due to the natural beauty of its location, 
but its well-kept appearance results from 
more than a pleasant setting. Many 
people in service-oriented occupations 
are responsible for the college's attractive-
ness. 
One such person, Ernie Dohner, As-
sistant Director of Physical Plant in 
Charge of Grounds, has been cheerfully 
and energetically coordinating the nu-
merous seasonal tasks that are prerequi-
sites to our campus' beauty for fifteen 
years. Snow clearing, (often begun in 
frosty 4:30 a.m. air), athletic field lining, 
landscaping buildings, tree planting and 
trimming, and the mowing of nearly 75 
acres of playing fields and developed 
areas (a continuous task from May to 
August), are just a few examples. 
On a larger scale, Ernie has been 
involved in clearing the ground for the 
peripheral road leading to the dorms, 
planting the windbreak of 125 hemlocks 
between the road and the nearby rail-
road tracks, and starting a nursery along 
the Yellow Breeches Creek which has 
saved the college hundreds of dollars. 
The landscaping background Ernie 
brought to Messiah extends to his 
youth, when he helped his mother raise 
evergreens before going into partnership 
with his father in a three-acre evergreen 
nursery. Through study, seminars, and 
practical experience, he built up a solid 
reputation and increased his knowledge 
of plants and landscaping. 
Until last year Ruth, Ernie's wife, 
also worked to maintain the college's 
appearance. She spent many years clean-
ing offices and public campus buildings. 
Ernie retired from the college staff 
June 30. He will continue in his pastoral 
assignment at the Mt. Holly Springs 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
The Messiah community is grateful to 
both Ernie and Ruth for their years of 
dedicated and loving service. • 
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